
SINTERKLAAS, 
ZWARTE PIETS 
VISIT ARUBA! 



ORANJESTAD — Sinterk- 
laas, the Dutch equivalent 
of Santa Claus, arrived on 
Aruba yesterday, and was 
welcomed by hundreds 
of children, their parents 
and Minister of Health and 
Sports Dr. Alex Schwengle, 
who declared to Sinterk- 
laas that “the children of 
Aruba are good children!” 
True to the island’s Dutch 
roots, the people of Aruba 
celebrate the tradition of 
this saint and his gift-giving 
ways with great enthusi¬ 
asm. Every year at this time 
in mid-November, Arubans 
welcome Sinterklaas, his 
white horse, and his hand¬ 
ful of dutiful helpers, called 
Zwarte Piets, as they sail 
into Aruba's harbor from 
Spain. 


Continued on page 13 




A mattress is wrapped around a stripped tree in Washington, III., Sunday, Nov. 17,2013. Intense thunderstorms and tornadoes swept 
across the Midwest, causing extensive damage in several Illinois communities while sending people to their basements for shelter. 

(AP Photo/The Pantograph, Steve Smedley) 
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Defiant Ford shows up at Toronto football game 


TORONTO (AP) — Embat¬ 
tled Toronto mayor Rob 
Ford showed up at Sun¬ 
day's Canadian Football 
League playoff game, 
despite a request by the 
league's commissioner that 
he stay away. 

Ford walked into the sta¬ 
dium shortly after halftime 
accompanied by two se¬ 
curity staffers, taking a seat 
about 20 rows back from 
the field. F-lis arrival caused 
a stir in Section 129 of the 
Rogers Centre, with fans 
clogging the aisle as they 
snapped photos and ex¬ 
changed handshakes with 
the mayor who recently 
has acknowledged smok¬ 
ing crack cocaine and 
drinking excessively. 
Wearing a dark blue Ar¬ 
gonauts jersey with “May¬ 
or Ford” and the number 
12 across the back. Ford 
laughed and drew cheers 
as he held aloft a crudely 
constructed replica of the 
Grey Cup, Canadian foot¬ 
ball's championship tro¬ 
phy. 

Ford ignored a suggestion 
from CFL Commissioner 
Mark Cohon that he stay 
away from Sunday’s East¬ 
ern Conference final be¬ 
tween the Toronto Argo¬ 
nauts and Flamilton Tiger- 
Cats. 

Ford was also asked not 
to attend Toronto's annual 
Santa Claus parade. 
Outside the downtown sta¬ 
dium before kickoff, fans 
of both teams said Ford 
should stay away from the 
game. 

“Fie needs to take some 
time off and get help,” said 
Bob Walker, dressed in an 
Argonauts baseball cap 
and jacket. 


“It’s definitely a distrac¬ 
tion. It was a distraction for 
the Santa Claus parade. 
Fie means well, he's done 
well for the city. It's just, it’s 
enough, you know? We 
need to get on with the city 
and take his business some¬ 
where else for a bit." 
Flamilton fan Shawn Kow- 
alyshyn, wearing a Tiger- 
Cats jersey, said the mayor 
has “embarrassed” himself 
and his family. 
“Unfortunately, I’d like to 
support him and his poli¬ 
cies, but he's just gone too 
far over the top. ... It’s got¬ 
ten too ridiculous," Kowaly- 
shyn said. 

Brothers Kyle and Matt 
O’Connor of Flamilton 
held up a hand-lettered 
sign reading ‘Our Mayor 
Doesn’t Smoke Crack!!’ as 
they lined up to wait for sta¬ 
dium gates to open. 

Earlier Sunday, the 44-year- 
old Ford was spotted out¬ 
side the downtown studios 
of the tabloid Sun News 
Network, where he and 
brother Doug, a Toronto 
city councilor, were taping 
the first episode of their new 
current events television 
show, “Ford Nation,” which 
is to air Monday night. 

An avid Argos fan, Ford 
shared the stage with the 
team outside City Flail to 
celebrate their Grey Cup 
victory in November 2012. 
But the mayor stirred up 
controversy last week when 
he wore a team jersey 
while making a profanity- 
laced statement denying 
allegations he had pres¬ 
sured a female employee 
for oral sex. 

That prompted Argonauts 
CEO Chris Rudge to call 
Ford’s ongoing calamities 


“an unfortunate situation 
for the city.” 

The Toronto city council 
voted Friday to strip the 
mayor of some of his pow¬ 
ers. 

That effort will continue 
Monday when the council 
moves to deny Ford most 


of his remaining powers, in¬ 
cluding his office budget. 
It would also appoint the 
deputy mayor to lead his 
executive committee. 
Ford’s lawyer, Dennis Mor¬ 
ris, accused the council 
of attempting an illegal 
“coup” and said the mayor 
has hired a municipal law 
expert, George Rust-D’Eye, 
to challenge the moves. 
Recently released court 
documents show Ford 


became the subject of 
a police investigation af¬ 
ter news reports surfaced 
in May that he had been 
caught on video smoking 
crack cocaine. In inter¬ 
views with police, former 
staffers accused the mayor 
of frequently drinking, driv¬ 


ing while intoxicated and 
making sexual advances 
toward a female staffer. 
Ford's erratic behavior was 
parodied in the opening 
segment of the U.S. com¬ 
edy show “Saturday Night 
Live,” with cast member 
Bobby Moynihan portray¬ 
ing the mayor who at one 
point ducks behind the lec¬ 
tern at a press conference 
to do a drug deal, exclaim¬ 
ing, “Wow, that's a lot of 


crack.” 

Ford finally decides he 
needs to go on a TV show 
which would believe him, 
and then is shown being in¬ 
terviewed by CBS “60 Min¬ 
utes” correspondent Lara 
Logan (Kate McKinnon) 
who accepts his denials 


that he did crack, smoked 
marijuana and used alco¬ 
hol. 

Logan recently had to 
apologize on-air for a “60 
Minutes” story about the 
deadly 2012 attack on a 
U.S. mission in Benghazi, 
Libya, saying the network 
could no longer trust the 
testimony of a former se¬ 
curity contractor who had 
claimed he was present 
during the attack.Q 



Toronto Mayor Rob Ford stands with his wife Renata at a news conference. On Friday, Nov. 15, 
2013, the City Council voted to suspend Ford's authority to appoint or dismiss the deputy mayor 
and his executive committee, which oversees the budget. Further efforts are expected Monday, 
Nov. 18, 2013 to strip Ford of most of his remaining powers, though he vows to resist with court ac¬ 
tion. 

(AP Photo/Chris Young) 
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Obama health care woes endanger second term agenda 


JULIE PACE 

AP White House Correspon¬ 
dent 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Throughout President 
Barack Obama’s first four 
years in office, he prided 
himself on his ability to 
bounce back when much 
of Washington thought his 
presidency was in peril. 

But the political challenge 
posed by Obama’s disas¬ 
trous health care rollout is 
far greater than those he 
overcame during the nasty 
debt ceiling fight with Re¬ 
publicans, his stumbling 
campaign debate in 2012 
or even the painful reces¬ 
sion. 

This time, the president is 
fighting to regain trust and 
credibility with the Ameri¬ 
can people. Those are the 
same qualities that helped 
keep him afloat during 
those earlier battles. 

“It’s legitimate for them 
to expect me to have to 
win back some credibility 
on this health care law in 
particular and on a whole 
range of these issues in 
general,” Obama said dur¬ 
ing a news conference 
last week that turned into 
an extensive mea culpa 
for the health care fail¬ 
ures consuming the White 
House. 

As bad as things are for 
Obama, they may be 
worse for many members 
of Congress. 

Democrats in both the 
House and Senate worry 
the health care problems 
could dim their re-election 
chances next year. Re¬ 
publicans are saddled with 
historically low approval 
ratings and an internal 
debate over the direc¬ 
tion of their party, though 
the health law woes have 
proved a lifeline following 
the Republicans’ much- 
criticized handling of the 
government shutdown. 
With Republicans sensing 
an opportunity in Obama’s 
free fall, the president is 
sure to face a struggle in 
getting their support, par¬ 
ticularly in the Republican- 
controlled House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, for White House 
priorities such as an immi¬ 
gration overhaul or broad 
budget deal. 

Without success on oth¬ 


er fronts to counteract 
the health care failures, 
Obama will have fewer 
chances to change the 
public’s view that Washing¬ 
ton, and the president him¬ 
self, are ineffective. 

“We appear to be stuck, 
whatever direction we 
look,” William Galston, a 
senior fellow at the Brook¬ 
ings Institution, said about 
Washington’s political 
landscape. 

Obama’s health care ca¬ 
lamity began with the flood 
of computer problems that 
crippled HealthCare.gov, 
the website that had been 
billed as a quick and easy 
way for people to pur¬ 
chase insurance. 

Those troubles were com¬ 
pounded when at least 4.2 
million people started re¬ 
ceiving cancellation letters 
from their insurance com¬ 
panies despite Obama’s 
repeated assurances that 
anyone who liked his or her 
insurance plan could keep 
it. 

The widespread problems 
have spurred questions 
about the normally cool 
and confident president's 
management style and his 
competence. It has also 
shaken his allies. 

“The rollout of the website, 
that’s terrible. But the fact 
is, that will be fixed,” House 
Democratic Leader Nancy 
Pelosi told NBC's “Meet the 
Press" on Sunday. 

Why was the White House 
so poorly prepared for the 
long-anticipated rollout of 
Obama’s major legislative 
achievement? 

Why did the president 
seem personally unaware 
of the extent of the prob¬ 
lems until they became 
publicly known? 

For the public, those fail¬ 
ures are changing how 
they view the president. 
Many polls now show that 
Americans say Obama isn't 
honest or trustworthy, or a 
strong leader. For example, 
Quinnipiac University’s poll 
of registered voters con¬ 
ducted this month found 
just 44 percent thought 
Obama was honest and 
trustworthy, down 10 points 
since earlier this fall. Only 48 
percent felt he has strong 
leadership qualities, a low 
point in his presidency,Q 



President Barack Obama speaks about his signature health care law in the Brady Press Briefing 
Room at the White House in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 
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Tornadoes, severe weather stun US Midwest 


DON BABWIN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Intense 
thunderstorms and torna¬ 
does swept across the U.S. 
Midwest on Sunday, caus¬ 
ing extensive damage in 
several central Illinois com¬ 
munities while sending 


people scrambling for shel¬ 
ter and even prompting 
officials at Chicago's Sol¬ 
dier Field to evacuate the 
stands and delay the Bears 
pro football game. 

The community of Wash¬ 
ington in central Illinois 
appeared particularly 


hard-hit, with one resident 
saying his neighborhood 
was wiped out in a matter 
of seconds by what ap¬ 
peared to be a tornado. 

“I stepped outside and 
I heard it coming. My 
daughter was already in 
the basement, so I ran 


downstairs and grabbed 
her, crouched in the laun¬ 
dry room and all of a sud¬ 
den I could see daylight up 
the stairway and my house 
was gone," Michael Per- 
dun said Sunday afternoon 
in an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press on his cell¬ 
phone. “The whole neigh¬ 
borhood’s gone, (and) the 
wall of my fireplace is all 
that is left of my house.” 
The rest of the structure had 
been blown away, as had 
been most of the neighbor¬ 
hood. 

By mid-afternoon it re¬ 
mained unclear how many 
people were hurt. In a 
news release, the Illinois 
National Guard said it had 
dispatched firefighters and 
vehicles to Washington 
to assist with “immediate 
search and recovery oper¬ 
ations in the tornado dam¬ 
aged area.” 

Steve Brewer, chief oper¬ 
ating officer at Methodist 
Medical Center of Illinois 


in Peoria, said that four or 
five people had come to 
the hospital seeking treat¬ 
ment, but he described 
their injuries as minor. He 
said another area hospital 
had received about 15 pa¬ 
tients, but did not know the 
severity of their injuries. 
Brewer said doctors and 
other medical profession¬ 
als were setting up a tem¬ 
porary emergency care 
center to treat the injured 
before transporting them 
to area hospitals. 

“I went over there imme¬ 
diately after the tornado, 
walking through the neigh¬ 
borhoods, and I couldn’t 
even tell what street I was 
on,” Alderman Tyler Gee 
told WLS-TV. “Just com¬ 
pletely flattened — some of 
the neighborhoods here in 
town, hundreds of homes.” 
About 90 minutes after 
the tornado destroyed 
homes in Washington, the 
storm darkened downtown 
Chicago.Q 



Washington, III., firefighters stand in the middle of Devonshire Street on the North side of Washing¬ 
ton, III., after a tornado leveled at least fifty homes, Sunday, Nov. 17,2013. High winds that followed 
the tornado are causing danger as homeowners and emergency workers try to search homes. 

(AP Photo/The Pantograph, Steve Smedley) 
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Showdown set over military sexual assault bill 


DONNA CASSATA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A fe¬ 
male Democratic senator 
has secured public support 
from nearly half the Senate, 
but not enough votes, for 
her proposal to give victims 
of rape and sexual assault in 
the military an independent 


tense policy bill that would 
strip commanders of their 
ability to overturn jury con¬ 
victions, require dishonor¬ 
able discharge or dismissal 
for any individual convicted 
of sexual assault and estab¬ 
lish a civilian review when 
a decision is made not to 
prosecute a case. 



Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo. speaks on Capitol Hill in Washing¬ 
ton during a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing on leg¬ 
islation regarding sexual assaults in the military. This week, the 
Senate is slated to consider an annual defense policy bill that 
would strip commanders of their ability to overturn jury convic¬ 
tions, require dishonorable discharge or dismissal for any indi¬ 
vidual convicted of sexual assault and establish a civilian re¬ 
view when a decision is made not to prosecute a case. The bill 
also would provide a special counsel for victims and eliminate 
the statute of limitations. 

(AP Photo/Susan Walsh) 


route outside the chain of 
command for prosecuting 
attackers. 

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand's so¬ 
lution for a problem the 
military calls an epidemic 
appears to have stalled in 
the face of united opposi¬ 
tion from the Pentagon’s 
top echelon and its allies in 
Congress, including two fe¬ 
male senators who are for¬ 
mer prosecutors. 
Opponents of the proposal 
by Gillibrand, a New York 
Democrat, insist that com¬ 
manders, not an outside 
military lawyer, must be 
accountable for meting 
out justice. Even so, major 
changes are coming for a 
decades-old military sys¬ 
tem just a few months after 
several high-profile cases 
infuriated Republicans and 
Democrats alike in a rapid 
chain of events by Wash¬ 
ington standards. 

“Sexual assault in the mili¬ 
tary is not new, but it has 
been allowed to fester," 
Gillibrand said in a recent 
Senate speech. 

The Senate this week is set 
to consider an annual de¬ 


The bill would provide a 
special counsel for victims 
and eliminate the statute of 
limitations. 

Those changes in military 
law are backed by mem¬ 
bers of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. But 
overshadowing the revi¬ 
sions is the testy, intense 
fight over Gillibrand’s pro¬ 
posal to strip commanders 
of their authority to pros¬ 
ecute cases of sexual as¬ 
sault. She wants to hand 
responsibility to seasoned 
military lawyers outside the 
chain of command. 

Her solution has divided the 
Senate, splitting Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats, men 
and women, even former 
attorneys general, into un¬ 
usual coalitions. The lobby¬ 
ing has been fierce, with 
dueling data, testimonials 
and news conferences with 
victims. Opponents invited 
Marine Corps Brig. Gen. 
Loretta Reynolds to the 
closed-door Republican 
caucus last week. 

Among Gillibrand’s 47 an¬ 
nounced supporters are 
conservative Republican 


Sens. Ted Cruz of Texas and 
Rand Paul of Kentucky, 
along with 16 of the Sen¬ 
ate's 20 women. 

Standing against the plan 
is the chairman of the Sen¬ 
ate Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee, Democratic Sen. 
Carl Levin of Michigan; the 
panel’s military veterans 
Republican Sen. John Mc¬ 
Cain of Arizona and Dem¬ 
ocratic Sen. Jack Reed of 
Rhode Island, and three of 
the committee’s women 
— Sens. Claire McCaskill, a 
Missouri Democrat, and Kel¬ 
ly Ayotte, a New Hampshire 
Republican, both former 
prosecutors, and Sen. Deb 
Fischer, a Nebraska Repub¬ 
lican. 

Gillibrand says she privately 
has received backing from 
more than 50 senators, but 
support remains short of 
the 60 votes that likely will 


be needed to overcome 
procedural hurdles for a 
vote on her amendment to 
the defense bill. To secure 
more votes, she said last 
week she was considering 
scaling back her plan to fo¬ 
cus solely on sexual assault 
and rape instead of all seri¬ 
ous crimes. That prompted 
complaints from her original 
backers that it would cre¬ 
ate “pink courts,” and Gil¬ 
librand said on ABC televi¬ 
sion’s “This Week” Sunday 
she was reverting to her ini¬ 
tial bill. 

Either way, it hasn’t dimin¬ 
ished the opposition. 

“There (are) now enough 
members of the Senate that 
begin to grasp that letting 
commanders walk away 
from this is a big mistake; 
holding their feet to the fire 
is what we need to be do¬ 
ing,” said McCaskill. She 
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New York City election could herald new progressive era 


GINIA BELLAFANTE 
©2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - On the cor¬ 
ner of Canal and Varick 
streets at the moment sits a 
15,000-square-foot plastic 
tent, one that required a 
week’s worth of construc¬ 
tion, the kind of edifice that 
typically at this time of year 
is given over to the sale of 
hand-knit scarves and tiny 
things made of wood. The 
purpose of this particular 
tent is outside the scope 
of holiday crafts: The proj¬ 
ect, called Talking Transi¬ 
tion, was developed by 
a consortium of nonprofit 
groups, including the Rev- 
son Foundation, to allow 
New Yorkers to voice their 
opinions about what sort 
of direction the city should 
take in the aftermath of Bill 
de Blasio’s victory in the 
mayor’s race. Filled with 
stacked milk crates, the 
tent, through which more 
than 5,000 people have 
passed, is meant to convey 
a soapbox theme. Rows of 
tablet computers allow visi¬ 
tors to answer survey ques¬ 
tions, the data eventually 
to be compiled and dis¬ 
seminated. 

The mission is nonideologi- 
cal, a spokeswoman for 
the venture informed me, 
but the tone is decidedly 
leftist. Panel discussions are 
devoted to subjects includ¬ 
ing the plight of low-wage 
workers and the difficulties 
the poor and the vulnera¬ 
ble face gaining access to 
health care. Walls are lined 
with handwritten notes giv¬ 


ing expression to what New 
Yorkers would like to see 
more of, none of it surpris¬ 
ing: higher-paying jobs, 
affordable housing, equal¬ 
ity. One note simply reads, 
“Love." 


The certainty with which it 
seemed a year ago that 
Christine C. Quinn would 
be the next mayor has left 
some to interpret de Bla- 
sio's ascension as itself a 
kind of pop-up enterprise. 
His longtime supporters like 
to joke about how difficult 
it was to get reporters to 
come listen to him in April. 
But the modern progressive 
politics on which he has 


risen to power, the politics 
that in New York now exist 
at the fashionable center 
rather than on the outcast 
periphery, have deep and 
expansive roots in the city, 
roots that predate the Oc¬ 


cupy movement and origi¬ 
nate largely in the creation 
of the Working Families Par¬ 
ty.Begun in the late 1990s 
and seemingly moribund 
for some time, the party, 
closely linked to labor and 
community activism, was 
founded on the idea that 
economic humanism and 
greater equality were es¬ 
sential to a functioning so¬ 
ciety. “The party injected 


into the body politic a nov¬ 
el idea: organizing,” Pub¬ 
lic Advocate-elect Letitia 
James said at a conven¬ 
ing of leading progressives 
at the headquarters of the 
Service Employees Interna¬ 


tional Union last week. “It's 
so simplistic. When I first ran 
in 2001 and 2003, people 
were so disconnected 
from polifics and so disillu¬ 
sioned.” 

James won her second Cify 
Council race solely on the 
Working Families line: she is 
the only New York candi¬ 
date in the party’s history to 
have done so. The party ex¬ 
ists to recruit, support and 


cross-endorse those candi¬ 
dates, usually Democrats, 
who share its values - prin¬ 
ciples lost to the long reign 
of neo-liberalism. 

Over the past decade, 
the party has expanded 
its reach to Connecticut, 
Washington, D.C., and Or¬ 
egon, where it successfully 
backed legislation for a 
pilot program called Pay It 
Forward, to help students 
get a higher education 
debt-free. (Students will be 
able to attend Oregon’s 
public universities at no 
cost, giving a percentage 
of their post-graduation 
salaries to the system for a 
fixed period.) In Bridgeport, 
Conn., this month, the party 
was instrumental in electing 
school board members op¬ 
posed to the sitting super¬ 
intendent, an advocate 
of school privatization. In 
perhaps a harbinger of al¬ 
liances to come, the party 
has periodically backed 
like-minded Republicans in 
state legislature races. 
When de Blasio assumes 
office Jan. 1, he will have 
at his hand a City Coun¬ 
cil with whom he shares a 
sensibility, again thanks in 
great part to the efforts of 
the Working Families Party. 
(The party determined its 
name after polling; Working 
Families beat out Common 
Sense, among other ideas.) 
As the party’s executive 
director, Dan Cantor, ex¬ 
plained it, Working Families 
began recruiting candi¬ 
dates for council races in 
2007.Q 



New York Mayor-elect Bill de Blasio and Letitia James, the elected public advocate, who both 
had Working Families Party support, at the Veterans Day Parade in New York earlier this month. 
The growth of progressive politics, evident in elections for New York mayor. City Council and pub¬ 
lic advocate, is tied to the Working Families Party, which is extending its reach beyond the city. 

(Richard Perry/The New York Times) 
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US Financial Front: 

Boeing takes $100 billion in orders from Gulf show 





Emirati officials greet each other in front of an Emirates Airbus 
A380 on display during the opening day of the Dubai Airshow in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Sunday Nov. 17, 2013. The Dubai 
Airshow is seen as an increasingly important barometer on the 
state of the industry and the rising roles of the big-spending Gulf 
carriers Etihad, Qatar Airways and Emirates as they compete 
for routes and critical stopover traffic between Asia and Europe 
and the Americas. 

(AP Photo/Kamran Jebreili) 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO, lllinois/DUBAI, 
United Arab Emirates (AP) 
— U.S.-based Boeing Co. 
dominated on the first day 
of fhe Dubai Airshow, net¬ 
ting $100 billion in orders at 
an event that showcased 
the spending power and 
aggressive expansion ef¬ 
forts of fhe Middle East's 
Gulf Arab carriers. 

The 342 orders represented 
more than twice the value 
of those seen by European 
rival Airbus, who said it took 
142 orders worth some $40 
billion. 

The massive commitments 
came from just four carriers 
in fhe finy nations of Qafar 
and the United Arab Emir¬ 


ates, which are in a race to 
create more jobs for their 
own citizens and diversify 
their oil-dependent econo¬ 
mies. 

“In recent years, much of 
the action in global avia¬ 
tion has shifted to the Mid¬ 
dle East because countries 
like the U.A.E. and Qatar 
have tapped into our geo¬ 
graphical advantage to 
build a new air transport 
connection for fhe world,” 
Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed 
Al Maktoum, chairman of 
Emirafes and fhe smaller 
flydubai, fold reporters. 

Of the major Gulf Arab 
carriers, Dubai-based Emir¬ 
ates airline flexed its buying 
power the hardest, with or¬ 
ders for 150 of the planned 


Boeing 777x at a combined 
price tag of $55.6 billion. 
The aircraft is a larger and 
more fuel-efficient model 
of the company’s popular 
777 wide-body. 

Boeing CEO James McNer- 
ney Jr. called it part of the 
“largest product launch in 
commercial jetliner history.” 
The airline also announced 
orders for 50 Airbus A380s 
— the main competition 
for the 777X. Airbus says the 
planned purchase is listed 
at $23 billion. 

The Dubai Airshow is seen 
as an increasingly impor¬ 
tant barometer on the 
state of the aviation indus¬ 
try and the rising roles of 
the big-spending Gulf car¬ 
riers Etihad, Qatar Airways, 
Emirates and flydubai as 


they compete for routes 
and critical stopover traffic 
between Asia and Europe 
and the Americas. 

This year's event, which also 
included announcements 
of promised purchasing 
rights for dozens more air¬ 
craft, surpassed the record 
$155 billion in deals in 2007’s 
edition, before the global 
economic downturn. 

The five-day aviation trade 
show’s location, at the 
new Dubai World Central 
airport’s grounds, further 
reflects the Gulf Arab re¬ 
gion's own rapid growth in 
the aviation industry. Dubai 
hopes the new airport will 
be the largest in the world 
and the most frequented 
transit hub, connecting Eu¬ 
ropean and Asian travelers. 


Plans calls for most of the 
traffic from Dubai's current 
airport to be eventually 
shifted to the new facility, 
which officials say could 
one day handle 160 mil¬ 
lion passengers a year as 
part of the region’s grow¬ 
ing profile as a global avia¬ 
tion hub. It remains unclear 
whether Dubai will contin¬ 
ue to operate both airports 
or eventually move traffic 
entirely to the new airport 
grounds. 

“To me what's happening 
at Dubai World Central, 
Dubai (International) Air¬ 
port, Emirates Airline and 
flydubai, all this reflects the 
growth of aviation globally 
and in this region,” Al Mak¬ 
toum of Emirates and fly¬ 
dubai said. □ 
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French president vows tough Iran stance in Israel 


IAN DEITCH French President Francois stance in upcoming nucle- 

Associated Press Hollande vowed to main- ar talks with Iran this week, 

JERUSALEM (AP) — Visiting tain his country’s tough earning praise from his Is- 



French President Francois Hollande, second left, speaks with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
as he visits the Hall of Remembrance at the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem, Sun¬ 
day, Nov. 17, 2013. Sara Netanyahu, stands, fourth left, and Hollande's partner Valerie Trierweiler 
stands at left. 

(AP Photo/Menahem Kahana) 


raeli hosts Sunday as he 
began a three-day visit to 
the Jewish state. 

Israel has repeatedly 
voiced concern that the 
emerging deal global 
powers are negotiating 
with Iran gives it too much, 
without guaranteeing that 
the Islamic Republic’s abil¬ 
ity to develop a nuclear 
weapon is eliminated. 
Hollande vowed to keep 
up pressure on Iran and not 
make any concessions re¬ 
garding nuclear prolifera¬ 
tion. 

“If there hadn't been sanc¬ 
tions, if they hadn't been 
enforced, it’s clear that we 
would never even have 
had the words from Iran 
— and I don’t yet speak 
of actions — that we had 
in the last few weeks,” he 
said In a joint press confer¬ 
ence with Israeli Prime Min¬ 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu. 
“We have a duty to resolve 
this problem that has been 
under discussions for too 
many years because Iran 


for too long has participat¬ 
ed in discussions without 
taking actions.” 

Netanyahu has been out¬ 
spoken in his opposition to 
a potential deal in which 
the international communi¬ 
ty would ease some sanc¬ 
tions on Iran in exchange 
for some curbs on Iran's nu¬ 
clear program. The coun¬ 
tries fear that Iran is trying 
to build a nuclear weapon, 
a charge Iran denies. 
Speaking alongside Hol¬ 
lande, Netanyahu once 
again warned that Iran 
could soon have enough 
fissile material to develop 
a bomb within weeks and 
that Israel would not be 
bound to what he called 
a “bad deal.” At the same 
time, he thanked Hollande 
for leading a tough stance 
that has blocked a deal 
thus far. The warm atmo¬ 
sphere comes at a time 
when Israel increasingly 
finds itself at odds with its 
top ally, the United States, 
over the talks with Iran. □ 
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Greece: Thousands march 
in memory of 1973 revolt 


Protesters lie on the pavement in front of the Greek parliament during a protest commemorating 
the student uprising against a military dictatorship in 1973, in Athens on Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Kostas Tsironis) 


DEMETRIS NELLAS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Tens of thousands joined 
peaceful marches through 
Greece’s two biggest cit¬ 
ies Sunday to commemo¬ 
rate the 40th anniversary of 
a bloody student uprising 
against the then dictator¬ 
ship. 

Previous marches had 
been marked by riots and 
running battles between 
anarchists and riot police, 
but this year's commemo¬ 
ration went off without 
incident, partly thanks to 
heavy police presence. In 
Athens, 9,000 police were 
deployed and 99 people 
were detained provision¬ 
ally before the start of the 
marches. 

According to generally 
conservative police esti¬ 
mates, about 10,000 mostly 


leftist, anarchist and union 
supporters joined one 
march in Athens and a sim¬ 
ilar number of Communist 
Party supporters marched 
separately. In the northern 
city of Thessaloniki, an esti¬ 
mated 13,000 have turned 
out, with no incidents re¬ 
ported. 

Both marches in the capi¬ 
tal ended outside the U.S. 
Embassy, about 3.5 kilome¬ 
ters (2.2 miles) from the Na¬ 
tional Technical University 
of Athens, widely known as 
the Polytechnic, the cen¬ 
ter of the 1973 revolt. Most 
Greeks still blame the U.S. 
for supporting the 1967-74 
military regime. 

The revolt was crushed 
when a tank stormed 
through the university's 
gates in the early hours of 
Nov. 17, 1973. The number 
of fatalities is still disputed; 


at the time, the regime had 
announced 15 dead. 

A prosecutor’s report issued 


the following year, after the 
return to civilian govern¬ 
ment, estimated fatalities 


at 34, but mentioned only 
18 names. There were over 
1,100 injured. 


Nigeria: 

Frenchman escaped 
11 months captivity 


LORI HINNANT 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — A French en¬ 
gineer kidnapped in north¬ 
ern Nigeria 11 months ago 
escaped on a motorcycle 
without paying ransom 
and will fly back to France 
on Sunday, police said. 
Francis Collomp escaped 
from his abductors in Zaria, 
in the northern Nigerian 
state of Kaduna, and went 
to the nearest police sta¬ 
tion, said Kaduna State Po¬ 
lice Commissioner Olufemi 
Adenaike. 

Police identified no sus¬ 
pects, but the Boko Haram 
splinter group Ansaru had 
claimed responsibility for 
his kidnapping. 

Some 30 men stormed Col- 
lomp's home on Dec. 19, 
2012 — his 63rd birthday 


— and took him prisoner, 
killing a neighbor and a se¬ 
curity guard in the attack. 
Boko Haram has claimed 
responsibility for the kid¬ 
napping of another French 
national, a priest who was 
abducted in Cameroon on 
Wednesday and taken to 
Nigeria. 

French President Francois 
Hollande said he was send¬ 
ing his foreign minister to Ni¬ 
geria immediately to greet 
Collomp “who freed him¬ 
self.” 

“We're happy for Francis 
Collomp, but we do not 
forget the other hostages," 
Hollande said in a news 
conference in Jerusalem. 
The president said a total 
of seven French citizens are 
being held in Nigeria, Syria 
and Mali. □ 
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Passenger plane crashes in Russia, 50 killed 


JIM HEINTZ 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — A pas¬ 
senger airliner crashed and 
caught fire Sunday night 
while trying to land at the 
airport in the Russian city of 
Kazan, killing all 50 people 
aboard, officials said. 

The Boeing 737 belonging 
to Tatarstan Airlines was 
trying to make a second 
landing attempt when it 
touched the surface of the 
runway near the control 
tower, and was “destroyed 
and caught fire,” said Ser¬ 
gei Izvolky, the spokesman 
for fhe Russian aviation 
agency. 

A spokeswoman for fhe 
Emergencies Ministry, Irina 
Rossius, said there were 44 
passengers and six crew 
members aboard the flight 
from Moscow and all had 
been killed. 

The ministry released a list 
of fhe dead, which includ¬ 
ed Irek Minnikhanov, fhe 
son of Tafarsfan’s governor, 
and Alexander Anfonov, 
who headed the Tatarstan 
branch of fhe Federal Se¬ 
curity Service, the main 
successor agency to the 
Soviet-era KGB. 

Kazan, a city of about 1.1 


million and the capital of 
the Tatarstan republic, is 
about 720 kilometers (450 
miles) east of Moscow. 
The republic is one of fhe 


wealthier regions of Russia 
because of its large depos¬ 
its of oil. It is also is a major 
manufacturing center, pro¬ 
ducing trucks, helicopters 
and planes. 

About half of the people 


who live in the republic 
are ethnic Tatars, most of 
whom are Muslims. 

The ministry released pho¬ 
tographs from the night¬ 


time crash scene showing 
parts of the aircraft and 
debris scattered across the 
ground. 

A journalist who said she 
had flown on the same air¬ 
craft from Kazan to Mos¬ 


cow's Domodedovo air¬ 
port earlier in the day told 
Channel One state tele¬ 
vision that the landing in 
Moscow had been fright- 


(AP Photo/Nikolai Alexandrov) 

ening because of a strong 
vibration during the final 
minutes of the flight. 

“When we were landing 
it was not clear whether 
there was a strong wind, 
although in Moscow the 
weather was fine, or some 
kind of fechnical trouble 
or problem with the flight,” 
said Lenara Kashafutdino- 
va. 

“We were blown in differ¬ 
ent directions, the plane 
was tossed around. The 
man sitting next to me was 
white as a sheet.” 

Russia has seen a string of 
deadly crashes in recent 
years. 

Some have been blamed 
on the use of aging aircraft, 
but industry experts point 
to a number of ofher prob¬ 
lems, including poor crew 
training, crumbling airports, 
lax government controls 
and widespread neglect 
of safety in the pursuit of 
profits.□ 


Islamists call for 
dialogue in Egypt 
after standoff 

MARIAM RIZK 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — A Muslim 
Brotherhood-led alliance 
said Saturday it is ready for 
a nafional dialogue to end 
Egypt’s political standoff, 
for fhe first time not formal¬ 
ly demanding the nation’s 
toppled Islamist president 
return to power. 

The country’s military- 
backed government, how¬ 
ever, signaled no intention 
to start talks with support¬ 
ers of ousted President 
Mohammed Morsi. Under¬ 
scoring that, judges also 
suggested Saturday that 
the government disband 
the Brotherhood’s political 
party. 

The call by the alliance of 
Islamist groups is the first 
formal proposition by Morsi 
supporters, who have or¬ 
ganized near-daily protests 
demanding his return to of¬ 
fice since he was removed 
in a popularly supported 
military coup July 3. 
Mohammed Bishr, a lead¬ 
ing member of the Broth¬ 
erhood, told reporters the 
proposition calls for the re¬ 
lease of detainees arrested 
after the ouster of Morsi. The 
coalition also asked for the 
end of security crackdown 
on Brotherhood members 
and its allies, as well as the 
reopening of television 
channels supporting them. 
“We are keen on the coun¬ 
try’s stability and to get out 
of the economic crunch,” 
Bishr said. 

The coalition said its call is 
directed to other national 
political forces, as well as 
the military and the interim 
government it supports. 
While the proposal offered 
Saturday doesn’t call for 
Morsi's return to the presi¬ 
dency, it insists on basing a 
solution on “constitutional 
legitimacy.” The group 
didn’t elaborate. □ 
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A psychologist at the airport speaks to relatives and friends of those who were aboard the Russian 
passenger airliner that crashed in Kazan, about 720 kilometers (450 miles) east of Moscow, 
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Syrians continue to pour into Lebanon during clashes 
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DIAA HADID 
RYAN LUCAS 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Thousands of 
Syrians poured into Leba¬ 
non over the past two days, 
taking shelter in wedding 
halls and makeshift shacks 
after fleeing heavy fight- 


Despite the recent set¬ 
backs on the capital’s 
southern periphery, the 
opposition remains firmly 
entrenched in other areas 
around Damascus and ca¬ 
pable of carrying ouf large 
atfacks. A massive explo¬ 
sion lafe Sunday targeting 


Syrian displaced children play outside their tents at the Syrian 
refugee camp at Delhamiyeh village in the Bekaa valley, east¬ 
ern Lebanon, in November, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Hussein Malla) 


ing in a rugged mountain 
region across the border in 
western Syria, U.N. and lo¬ 
cal officials said Sunday. 
The clashes in Qalamoun, 
an area that stretches from 
north of the Syrian capital 
along the Lebanese fron¬ 
tier, appeared to be part 
of a long-anticipated gov¬ 
ernment offensive aimed 
at cutting a key rebel sup¬ 
ply route and cementing 
President Bashar Assad's 
hold on the strategic cor¬ 
ridor from the capital to 
the coast. Over the past 
month, Assad’s forces have 
made headway against 
the rebels on two key fronts, 
capturing a string of oppo¬ 
sition-held suburbs south of 
Damascus and taking two 
towns and a military base 
outside the northern city of 
Aleppo. A government vic¬ 
tory in the battle for Qala¬ 
moun would deal a severe 
blow to the already belea¬ 
guered rebels on Damas¬ 
cus’ doorstep. 


an administrative office in 
the northeastern suburb 
of Harasta killed at least 
31 government troops, the 
Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights 
said. There was no immedi¬ 
ate confirmation from gov¬ 
ernment officials or state 
media. 

Since the heavy fighting in 
Qalamoun began Friday, 
some 10,000 Syrians have 
fled across the border to the 
Lebanese frontier town of 
Arsal, former Mayor Bassel 
Hojeiri said. He said the new 
arrivals have crammed into 
wedding halls and impro¬ 
vised shacks. 

Some families left so quickly 
that they arrived in Leba¬ 
non “without anything ex¬ 
cept the clothes on their 
backs,” said Dana Sleiman, 
who works for the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees. 

She said at least 1,000 Syr¬ 
ian families crossed into 
Lebanon over the week¬ 


end, but many had not yet 
registered with the U.N., 
so more precise figures 
weren’t available. 

Sleiman said some of the 
new arrivals settled into tin 
shack slums that dot east¬ 
ern Lebanon’s Bekaa Val¬ 
ley, and they were being 
offered thick plastic to rein¬ 
force their shelters against 
the cold. The U.N. refugee 
agency was also distribut¬ 
ing blankets, mattresses, 
food, diapers and hygiene 


kits to the refugees. 

The new refugees join an 
estimated 1.4 million Syrians 
— 800,000 of whom have 
registered — who have al¬ 
ready found shelter in Leb¬ 
anon, according to Leba¬ 
nese officials. The massive 
influx has proven a bur¬ 
den for Lebanon, and has 
helped stoke the country's 
already simmering sectar¬ 
ian tensions. 

Sleiman said most of the 
Syrians who crossed into 


Lebanon over the week¬ 
end were from the town 
of Qara, which is the focal 
point of the offensive along 
with the nearby towns of 
Rima and Nabak. 

The baffle for Qalamoun 
has been expected for 
weeks, and both the gov¬ 
ernment and the opposi¬ 
tion have been reinforcing 
their positions in the region 
ahead of winter, when 
much of the area is cov¬ 
ered with snow.Q 
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Kabul bomb sends message on security pact vote 


AZAM AHMED 
JAWADSUKHANYAR 
©2013 New York Times 
KABUL, Afghanistan - A 
powerful car bomb that 
exploded near the site 
where Afghan elders are 
set to vote on a long-term 
security agreement with 
the United States killed at 
least 10 people Saturday, 
rattling central Kabul and 
underscoring the insurgen¬ 
cy's desire to prevent a U.S. 
presence in Afghanistan 
beyond 2014. 

The bomb exploded shortly 
after 3 p.m. near the gates 
of Kabul Educational Uni¬ 
versity, as students and 
pedestrians were filtering 
through the area, police 
officials said. An Afghan 
army Humvee patrolling 
the area was also struck, 
killing at least one soldier 
and wounding three oth¬ 
ers, according to witnesses 
and the spokesman for the 
Afghan Ministry of Defense. 
As the area is cleared, 
more bodies are likely to be 
uncovered. 

The scene around the 
gates of the school was 
one of devastation. More 
than a dozen cars were de¬ 
stroyed in the blast, which 
leveled structures and pul¬ 
verized bystanders, leaving 
shattered glass, blood and 
pieces of flesh covering 
the ground. The attack oc¬ 
curred at a police check¬ 
point on the way to the 
university, which is near a 
major transportation hub. A 
large bus filled with people 
was shredded in the blast. 
“Students and schoolgirls 
were passing,” said Dr. 
Ghulam Sarwar Zohair, an 
employee of a nongov¬ 
ernmental organization 
with offices nearby. “Lots 
of people got injured and 
probably killed.” 

The gate of the university 
is just a few hundred yards 
from the site where elders 
and other important Af¬ 


ghans have assembled to 
vote on the security agree¬ 
ment between Afghani¬ 
stan and the United States 
on Thursday. The approval 
of the pact by the assem¬ 
bly, known as a loya jirga, is 
a vital step toward allowing 
U.S. forces to remain in the 
country and continue train¬ 
ing the Afghan army. 

“We believe it was meant 


to bring disorder before we 
convene the jirga,” said 
a spokesman for the loya 
jirga, Abdul Khaliq Hussain 
Pashayee. “We are hopeful 
and expect Afghan securi¬ 
ty forces to provide a bet¬ 
ter security environment for 
the representatives of the 
people who will be meet¬ 
ing next week." 

Violence has been some¬ 
what muted in Kabul in 
recent months. A spate of 
major attacks on the capi¬ 
tal early in the summer, in¬ 
cluding one that killed at 
least nine people, gave 
way to an uneasy silence. 
Afghan security forces 


have been on high alert in 
the days before the vote. 
Soldiers and police officers 
have been searching the 
area surrounding the site in 
recent weeks, demanding 
documentation and own¬ 
ership papers from people 
in households in the vicinity. 
The bombing Saturday was 
a major blow to efforts to 
protect a significant symbol 


of the country’s fledgling 
democracy. About 2,500 
people are expected to 
convene next week for the 
jirga, supported by Presi¬ 
dent Hamid Karzai. 

The Taliban, which did not 
immediately take respon¬ 
sibility for the attack, have 
been vehement in their 
opposition to the security 
pact, calling Karzai’s jirga 
a “farce." The group re¬ 
leased a statement last 
week denouncing the se¬ 
curity deal and urging Af¬ 
ghans to boycott the jirga. 
The Karzai government, the 
Taliban wrote in the state¬ 
ment, wants to carry out 


the wishes of the Americans 
and “implement a treach¬ 
erous deal which in our his¬ 
tory will forever be known 
as national sedition and a 
criminal act against our na¬ 
tion. Under this treacherous 
deal, undertaken between 
a master and slave, the 
barbarian American Army 
will continue its occupation 
of our beloved homeland.” 


As recently as a month 
ago, it was far from assured 
that the Afghan govern¬ 
ment even wanted to sign 
the deal. Bitter recrimina¬ 
tions between Karzai and 
his U.S. counterparts had 
led to a stalemate, leaving 
the future of training - and, 
indirectly, funding - for the 
Afghan forces up in the air. 
But last month, Afghan and 
U.S. officials reached a 
crucial breakthrough. Sec¬ 
retary of State John Kerry 
spent nearly 24 hours nego¬ 
tiating with Karzai, ending 
the marathon session with 
an agreement on major 
elements. □ 


9 attackers 
are killed in 
west China 

JANE PERLEZ 
© 2013 New York Times 
BEIJING - Nine assailants 
were shot and killed Satur¬ 
day night after they tried 
to storm a police station 
in the restive western Chi¬ 
nese province of Xinjiang, 
the state-run Xinhua news 
agency and Radio Free 
Asia said. Two police of¬ 
ficers also died in the at¬ 
tack. 

Details of the assault were 
sparse, but the news agen¬ 
cy said the attackers were 
armed with knives and 
axes. 

Calls to the authorities in 
Kashgar, about 100 miles 
from the police station, 
and the nearby town of 
Bachu were not answered. 
The violence at the Seli- 
buya police station near 
Kashgar comes more than 
two weeks after the Chi¬ 
nese authorities arrested 
five people from Xinjiang 
province that they said 
were involved in a deadly 
attack last month on Ti¬ 
ananmen Square that left 
five dead. 

The Chinese government 
has suggested that the sus¬ 
pects in the Beijing attack 
were Uighur separatists. 

The Xinhua news agency 
did not identify the assail¬ 
ants in Saturday’s attack as 
Uighurs, an ethnic minority 
concentrated in Xinjiang. 
Twenty-one people died in 
clashes between ethnic Ui¬ 
ghurs and the police in the 
same area earlier this year. 
Radio Free Asia, which is 
financed by the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment, reported that the 
shootout attracted a large 
number of Uighur onlook¬ 
ers, angry at what they de¬ 
scribed as the highhanded 
actions of the policeO 



Afghan security forces clear and inspect the site of a car bomb blast at a police checkpoint near 
the Kabul Education University in Kabul, Afghanistan, Nov. 16,2013. At least 10 people were killed 
Saturday in the explosion that struck near the site where Afghan elders are set to vote on a long¬ 
term security agreement with the United States. 

(Daniel Berehulak/The New York Times) 
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Sinterklaas arrives on Aruba just in time for the Holidays! 



Continued from Front 



On the days leading up 
to the famous feast day, 
December 5, Sinterklaas, 
adorned with his long 
white beard, bishop’s 
robes, and golden staff, 
makes appearances at 
schools, stores and house¬ 
holds all across the island. 
The Zwarte Piets are al¬ 
ways there to assist Sinter¬ 
klaas, carrying sacks filled 
with treats for children. 
Most anticipated of all are 
the evenings leading up 
to and including the night 
of December 5, when Sin¬ 
terklaas leaves chocolate 
letters and coins, ginger¬ 
bread cookies, and small 
toys in the shoes of good 
Aruban boys and girlsO 
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Meeting planners enjoy colorful 


ARIKOK PARK - The seg¬ 
ment of tourism known as 
group, incentive, and con¬ 
vention travel is a vital com¬ 
ponent of Aruba’s tourism. 
The team at our Aruba 
Convention Bureau (ACB) 
is devoted to sharing the 
pleasures of our island with 
meeting and event plan¬ 
ners from around fhe world, 
spotlighting what makes 
our destination perfect for 
their group’s next destina¬ 


tion meeting, convention, 
or incentive trip. 

One of the tools the ACB 
uses is a Destination Review. 
These reviews allow plan¬ 
ners to have an up-close, 
firsthand “taste” of Aruba, 
enjoying our accommoda¬ 
tions, restaurants, and ac¬ 
tivities. Showcasing what 
is unique about our island 
and what differentiates it 
from other island destina¬ 
tions, the ACB team intro¬ 


duces the planners to po¬ 
tential event locales that 
exude Aruban authenticity 
and that special sense of 
place only found here. 
Recently, ACB representa¬ 
tives Jerusha Rasmijn and 
Darysse Croes hosted a 
group of 13 meeting plan¬ 
ners from North America. 
These meeting planners 
have potential groups for 
2014, and are consider¬ 
ing Aruba as a site. One 
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Breakfast in the Park! 



of the highlights of the 
group’s Destination Revue 
was “Breakfast in the Park.” 
Held in Arikok National Park 
in the area known as Hoffi 
Shon Shoco, the breakfast 
introduced the planners 
to a potential al fresco 
event venue for smaller 
groups. Local event plan¬ 
ner Fernando Mansur and 
his team at Mosaic Event 
Planners achieved a gor¬ 
geous setup that tastefully 
harmonized with the natu¬ 


ral beauty of the surround¬ 
ings of Arikok National Park. 
In the spirit of the venue, 
traditional Aruban special¬ 
ties like croquets, balchi 
di pisca, pica di papaya, 
tamarijn, and ayacas were 
served. 

After fueling up on break¬ 
fast, the group walked to 
the Visitor's Center, where 
they learned more about 
the park, followed by a 
jeep safari tour with De 
Palm Tours. □ 


Sisters Frances and Carol honored at 


the Occidental Grand Vacation Club 



PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring two very nice 
sisters who are loyal and 
friendly visitors of Aruba, as 
Distinguished Visitors, at the 
Occidental Grand Beach 
Resort. The symbolic hon¬ 
orary title is presented in 
the name of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 10-to-l 9 con¬ 
secutive years. The honor- 
ees were Frances Gauthier 
and her sister Carol Cardi¬ 


nal, of Dedham, Massa¬ 
chusetts. Frances and Car¬ 
ol are loyal members of the 
Occidental Vacation Club, 
and they love Aruba for 
the climate, beaches, res¬ 
taurants, casinos and they 
always say that Aruba truly 
is One Happy Island and 
the Occidental Grand is a 
wonderful Resort. The cer¬ 
tificate was presented by 
Ernest Giel representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority to¬ 
gether with staff members 
of the Occidental Vaca¬ 
tion ClubO 
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At Bugaloe: 

Aruban Fresh Fish Right Off The Coast! 




PALM BEACH - Fresher 
than Fresh, is what you are 
served in the popular Bu¬ 
galoe Beach Bar & Grill, lo¬ 
cated at De Palm Pier, bet¬ 
ween the RIU Palace Hotel 
and The Raddison Hotel. 
Mondays will no longer 
be just another Monday. 
No! It's Crazy Fish Monday 
at Bugaloe! Beautiful co¬ 
lorful platter of exquisite 
fish, yellow rice and rich 
vegetables is what you 
will be served from Chef 
Hernandez' kitchen every 



Monday. Whether choo¬ 
sing Fried Fish Basket for 
only $15 or a delicious Red 
Snapper for $20, you wish 
it was Monday every day! 
Bugaloe is known for fun 
and craziness, so it was only 
logical Chef Marc Hernan¬ 
dez likes fo go wild when it 
comes to his cooking. 

Caught in the morning, 
served at night is the true 
Bugaloe way, maybe 
this explains its popula¬ 
rity from the start. Crazy 
Fish Monday is served 
from 5.30 p.m. till 10 p.m. 
Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill 
is open daily from 9 a.m. till 


midnight. Start your day of 
right with a delicious cap¬ 
puccino, or walk in to enjoy 
a casual lunch in between 
sunbathing. A few nights 
a week Bugaloe is host to 
some of the best live bands 
of Aruba, while you are 
savoring dinner and en¬ 
joying the beautiful Aruba 
Sunset! Don't forget to 
make one hour in the day 
even happier at Bugaloe's 
daily Happy Hour from 5 
till 6 p.m. Reservations are 
not necessary, just follow 
your hips to the music and 
the fun and smiles saluting 
youiO 



The Most Beautiful Condominiums in Aruba with a perfect location 


Special offer up to 25% CASH DEAL DISCOUNT 


Visit our model suites open MONDAY till FRIDAY 8:30 - 5:30 / SATURDAY & SUNDAY: 10:00 - 2:00 
Phone: 586.9696 - email: info@aquaruba.com. / www.aquaruba.com 
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NFL Capsules 


Eagles beat Redskins 24-16, take NFC East lead 


The Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Nick 
Foies threw for 298 yards 
and ran for a touchdown, 
LeSean McCoy had two 
TDs rushing and the Phila¬ 
delphia Eagles snapped 
a 10-game home losing 
streak with a 24-16 victory 
over the Washington Red¬ 
skins on Sunday. 

A year after finishing 4-12 
under Andy Reid, Chip 
Kelly’s Eagles (6-5) are first 
in the NFC East. They’re a 
half-game ahead of idle 
Dallas (5-5). The defending 
division champion Redskins 
fell to 3-7. 

The Eagles hadn’t won at 
the Line in 413 days since 
defeating the New York Gi¬ 
ants on Sept. 30, 2012. 
Down 24-0 in the fourth 
quarter, the Redskins rallied 
behind Robert Griffin Ill’s TD 
passes of 62 yards to Dar¬ 
rel Young and 41 yards to 
Aldrick Robinson and both 
2-point conversions. 

Continued on page 20 



Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Nick Foies (9) dives into the end zone for a touchdown as Washington Redskins inside linebacker 
London Fletcher (59) reaches to stop him during the first half of an NFL football game in Philadelphia, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Jimmie Johnson wins 6th 
NASCAR championship 



Jimmie Johnson, center, his wife, Chandra, and his daughter, 
Genevieve, celebrate after he won his sixth NASCAR Sprint Cub 
Series championship in Homestead, Fla., Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 


JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
HOMESTEAD, Florida (AP) 
— Jimmie Johnson won his 
sixth NASCAR champion¬ 
ship in eight years Sunday 
to stake his claim as one of 
the most dominant com¬ 


petitors in the sports history. 
Johnson, needing only to 
finish 23rd or better to spoil 
Matt Kenseth’s career sea¬ 
son, was on cruise control 
most of the day at Home- 
stead-Miami Speedway. 
Johnson had just one hic¬ 


cup en route to his ninth- 
place finish, when a stack 
up on a restart caused 
Johnson and Kenseth to 
bang slightly, costing John¬ 
son 15 spots. 

Although the incident 
caused slight damage to 
the fender on the No. 48 
Chevrolet, Johnson only 
dropped to 23rd in the 
field. A caution allowed 
him to head to pit road, 
where crew chief Chad 
Knaus methodically barked 
commands to repair the 
damage. 

Johnson was soon off and 
running as if nothing had 


happened. 

He claimed the champion¬ 
ship by 19 points over Kens¬ 
eth, now looming squarely 
in Johnson’s windshield 
is the mark of seven titles 
held by Richard Petty and 
the late Dale Earnhardt. 

“I have six, and we'll see if I 
can get seven,” said John¬ 
son, who has been asked 
repeatedly of late where 
he thinks he stands in NAS¬ 
CAR history. 

“Time will tell. I think we 
need to save the argument 
until I hang up the helmet, 
then it’s worth the argu¬ 
ment. Let's wait until I hang 


up the helmet until we real¬ 
ly start thinking about this.” 
Kenseth, needing a John¬ 
son collapse to have any 
shot at the title, positioned 
himself to pounce should 
anything go awry. He led a 
race-high 144 laps and fin¬ 
ished second to Joe Gibbs 
Racing teammate Denny 
Hamlin. “It was just unbe¬ 
lievable year for us, obvi¬ 
ously we wanted to win the 
championship as good as 
we ran all year,” said Kens¬ 
eth, who won seven races 
in his first season with JGR. 

Continued on page 21 
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Umberger helps Blue 
Jackets beat Senators 4-1 


OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) - 
Nick Floigno and the Co¬ 
lumbus Blue Jackets simply 
outmanned the Ottawa 
Senators. 

Ryan Johansen, R.J. Um¬ 
berger and Fedor Tyutin 
each scored power-play 
goals, leading the Blue 
Jackets over Ottawa 4-1 
on Sunday. 

Special teams were clear¬ 
ly the difference in this 
game. Ottawa was 0-for-5 
with the man advantage, 
scoring its only goal on a 
5-on-3. 

“’Our power play was 
huge and our penalty kill 
was great,” said Floigno, 
who played his first game 
against the Senators since 
being traded to Columbus 
in July 2012. "This was a big 
win for our team and gives 
us confidence.” 

Derek Mackenzie also 
scored for Columbus (7-10- 
3), and Sergei Bobrovsky 
stopped 30 shots. 

“’When your goalie’s mak¬ 
ing big saves you want to 
work for him at the other 
end and get some goals,” 
Johansen said. “’Every¬ 
body was really good.'' 

Erik Karlsson scored the 
lone goal for the Senators 
(8-8-4) in the third period. 
Craig Anderson made 18 
saves. 

A brawl broke out in the 
third period after Ot¬ 
tawa’s Mark Borowiecki 
caught Jared Boll with his 
head down. James Wis¬ 
niewski quickly came to his 
teammate’s defense and 
fought Borowiecki. The 
two were tossed from the 
game once the penalties 
were sorted out. 

“’I was just trying to finish a 
check,” Borowiecki said. 
“’I would never want to 
hurt someone or put some¬ 
one in jeopardy physically 
or anything like that. I was 
just trying to make a hard 


play and what happened, 
happened.” 

The small matinee crowd 
of 15,535 grew quiet after 
the Blue Jackets grabbed 
a 3-0 lead with two goals in 
the second period. 
Senators coach Paul Ma- 
cLean said he is struggling 
to understand how his 
team can play so well one 
night and so poorly the 
next. 

"At some point and time 
when you hit 30 (games) 
you are what you are, and 
if this is what we are as an 
inconsistent group, it’s not 
going to be much fun,” 
MacLean said. 

"We’ll examine all that 
stuff and we’ll see if we 
need to make changes, 
but we need to do some¬ 
thing,” he said. “’At the 
end of the day, it comes 
down to the guys wearing 
the sweaters. They have to 
be ready to play.” 
Umberger managed to 
get his stick on the re¬ 
bound after Johansen 
took a shot from inside the 
blue line. Then the Blue 
Jackets made the most 
of a two-man advantage 
when Tyutin scored his sec¬ 
ond of the season at 12:07. 
Mackenzie put the game 
away when he made it 
4-0 with his second goal at 
the five-minute mark of the 
third. 

The Senators finally solved 
Bobrovsky when karlsson 
scored his seventh of the 
season with Ottawa enjoy¬ 
ing a two-man advantage 
at 17:33 of the third. 

"We can't keep bat¬ 
tling back every game 
because it’s not going 
to work,” karlsson said. 
"We're 20 games in and 
it seems like there’s a lot of 
games left to be played, 
but if we don’t start show¬ 
ing up soon it's going to be 
over quick.”0 



Ottawa Senators' Eric 
Gryba, right, falls to the 
ice as he attempts to 
get the puck from Co¬ 
lumbus Blue Jackets' 
Boone Jenner during 
first-period NHL hock¬ 
ey game action in Ot¬ 
tawa, Ontario, Sunday, 
Nov. 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 
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Buffalo Bills outside linebacker Manny Lawson, right, celebrates 
a fumble recover with teammate Jim Leonhard during the 
first half of an NFL football game against the New York Jets on 
Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013, in Orchard Park, N.Y. 

Associated Press 
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RG3 then drove the Red¬ 
skins to the Eagles 18 be¬ 
fore his pass off his back 
foot was intercepted by 
Brandon Boykin. 

BENGALS 40, BROWNS 21 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Andy 
Dalton threw two touch¬ 
down passes and Cincin¬ 
nati returned a blocked 
punt and a fumble for 
touchdowns during a 
31-point second quarter 
that set a Bengals record 
and swept the AFC North 
leaders over Cleveland. 
The Bengals (7-4) head into 
their bye week with their 
division lead intact. They’d 
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lost their last two games 
in overtime, tying the NFL 
record and allowing the 
Browns (4-6) to draw close. 
The biggest quarter in club 
history left this one in hand 
by halftime. It ended as the 
most lopsided game in the 
intrastate series since Cin¬ 
cinnati's 30-0 win in Cleve¬ 
land in 2006. 

Dalton had a horrid start 
that helped Cleveland get 
a promising early lead. He 
threw two passes that were 
picked off by Joe Haden, 
who ran one of them back 
29 yards for a touchdown 
and a 13-0 lead in the first 
quarter. 

STEELERS 37, LIONS 27 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Ben 
Roethlisberger passed for 
367 yards and four touch¬ 
downs, including two in the 
final 5 minutes as Pittsburgh 
rallied to beat Detroit. 
Antonio Brown caught sev¬ 
en passes for 147 yards and 
two scores and Pittsburgh's 
defense rebounded from a 
horrific second quarter to 
shut out Detroit in the sec¬ 
ond half. The Steelers (4-6) 
have won two straight and 
kept the Lions (6-4) winless 
in Pittsburgh for 58 years 
and counting. 

Matthew Stafford threw for 
362 yards with two touch¬ 
downs and an interception 
to become the Lions’ all- 
time leading passer. Calvin 
Johnson hauled in six pass¬ 
es for 179 yards and both 
scores, but Detroit’s two 
stars disappeared over the 
final 30 minutes. 

Stafford completed just 3 
of 16 passes in the second 
half, with none of the com¬ 
pletions going to Johnson. 
BILLS 37, JETS 14 
ORCHARD PARK, New York 
(AP) — Jairus Byrd had 
two interceptions in lead¬ 
ing a Buffalo defense that 
forced four turnovers in a 
victory over the Jets. 

Kyle Williams had two sacks 
and forced a fumble, 
and Da'Norris Searcy re¬ 
turned Geno Smith’s third 
interception 32 yards for 
a touchdown. Buffalo (4- 
7) snapped a three-game 
skid and won for only the 
second time in seven 


games. 

Buffalo’s EJ Manuel won 
Round 2 of the AFC East 
showdown of rookie quar¬ 
terbacks by finishing 20 of 
28 for 245 yards passing 
and two scores. 

Smith, a second-round pick 
out of West Virginia, strug¬ 
gled in blustery conditions, 
finishing 8 of 23 for 103 yards 
four turnovers — including 
a lost fumble — before be¬ 
ing yanked in favor of Matt 
Simms after three quarters. 
The Jets (5-5) became the 
NFL’s first team to alternate 
wins and losses through the 
first 10 games of the sea¬ 
son. 

RAIDERS 28, TEXANS 23 
HOUSTON (AP) — Rookie 
Matt McGloin threw three 
touchdown passes in his 
first NFL start and Oakland 
extended Houston’s fran¬ 
chise-record skid to eight 
games in Texans coach 
Gary Kubiak’s return from a 
mini-stroke. 

McGloin, an undrafted free 
agent, was 18 of 32 for 197 
yards in place of an injured 
Terrelle Pryor. 

Kubiak wasn't on the side¬ 
lines, instead coaching 
upstairs from the booth on 
doctor’s orders two weeks 
after collapsing at halftime 
of Houston’s game against 
Indianapolis. 

Houston (2-8) had a 
chance to take the lead 
late. But Matt Schaub's 
pass to Andre Johnson on 
fourth down from the 8 was 
broken up in the end zone 
to give Oakland (4-6) the 
win. 

CARDINALS 27, JAGUARS 
14 

JACKSONVILLE, Florida (AP) 
— Carson Palmer threw for 
419 yards and two scores 
and did not throw an inter¬ 
ception for the first time all 
year, leading Arizona over 
Jacksonville. 

Michael Floyd had a ca¬ 
reer-high 193 yards receiv¬ 
ing, including a 91-yard 
touchdown on a catch- 
and-run. Will Blackmon was 
beaten on the play, and 
then slipped off the receiv¬ 
er and rolled into corner- 
back Alan Ball to set Floyd 
free the rest of the way.Q 
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SNUBA and Snorkel Sail $65 

Snorkeling only $32.50 , 

Tues & Thur 9 -12 am or 1 - 4 pm 
Wed & Fri 9 -12 am or 12:30 - 3:30 pm 

Fruit and soft drinks included ^ 

For reservation call 586-0096 

Leaving from: Pier between Moomba Beach and Marriott Resort 



Blazers beat Raptors in OT for 6th straight win 


TORONTO (AP) - A steady 
hand and cool demeanor 
helped Damian Lillard and 
the Portland Trail Blazers. 
Lillard and LaMarcus 
Aldridge each scored 
25 points, Nicolas Batum 
added a season-high 24, 
and the Trail Blazers won 
their sixth straight with a 
118-110 victory over the 
Toronto Raptors on Sunday. 
Lillard was 3 for 3 from the 
floor in the extra period as 
the Blazers escaped after 
blowing a 17-point lead in 
regulation. 

"We didn’t have a reason 
to be all riled up,” Lillard 
said. "They played well 
getting back into the 
game. I think we were 
calm because we knew 
what we needed to do to 
win the game and we were 
able to get that done.” 
Rudy Gay forced overtime 
with a buzzer-beating 
layup and tied a season 
high with 30 points to go 
with 10 rebounds. DeMar 
DeRozan scored 29 points 
and Jonas Valanciunas 


added a season-high 19. 
“’The overtime we 
played well, especially 
defensively,” Portland 
coach Terry Stotts said. "I 
was proud of the way we 
competed in overtime, 
made plays and got the 
win.” 

The Blazers made a season- 
high 15 3-pointers, finishing 
15 for 32 from beyond the 
arc. Toronto made just 
three. 

"It's tough when they're 
knocking down shots like 
that,” Gay said. "No 
matter how much we 
rotate, move it around and 
switch, it’s tough to play 
when a team has it going. 
I’m not happy they made 
shots, but I’m happy with 
the effort we put forth.” 
Portland’s lost-distance 
accuracy wasn’t a surprise 
to the Raptors coach 
Dwane Casey, who talked 
about Portland’s potent 
offense before the game. 
"(They’re) one of the best 
offensive teams that we've 
seen,” Casey said. "I 



Portland Trail Blazers' LaMarcus Aldridge goes up for a shot 
against Toronto Raptors' Amir Johnson during an NBA basketball 
game in Toronto on Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 


think as far as scoring the 
basketball, averaging 103 
points a game, they are 
a very explosive offensive 
team so we’ve got to be 
on point. We’ve got to 
guard the 3-point line.” 
Toronto was just 2 for 12 
from the floor in overtime, 
while the Blazers continued 
to patiently move the ball 
and connect on 5-for-8 
field goals. 

Lillard wasn’t thrilled with 
the fourth-quarter collapse, 
but was pleased with the 
way his team responded 
after it. 

"We could have folded,” 
Lillard said. "Once we got 
to overtime, on the bench 
we just said we need to 
get some stops, we need 
to execute and pull this 
game out. Then we went 
on the floor and we did it.” 
Batum hoped the young 
Blazers would use the 
game as a lesson. 

"This wasn’t the first time 
we have done it,” Batum 
said. □ 


Nascar Championship 

Continued from page 18 


Kenseth's effort just wasn’t 
enough against a Hendrick 
Motorsports team that 
wouldn’t be denied for a 
third consecutive year. 

“If Jimmie would have got 
a flat or something, that 
would have been all right,” 
Kenseth lamented. “Never 
seen anything like this in 
the sport and probably 
never will again. ... Maybe 
he’ll retire.” 

Johnson won a record five 
straight titles from 2006 
through 2010, was math¬ 
ematically eliminated be¬ 
fore the 2011 finale, but 
was back in the title hunt 
last season. Only he had 
a tire failure in the penulti¬ 
mate race at Phoenix and 
then a mechanical failure 


in the finale to lose the 
championship to Brad Ke- 
selowski. 

His two-year drought is 
over, and his crew was 
ready for the party on the 
South Beach. 

“You better get a sip of that 
(water) bottle, it’s the only 
healthy liquid you’re go¬ 
ing to get all night,” Knaus 
radioed Johnson after he 
crossed the finish line. 
Johnson planned to savor 
every moment of the cel¬ 
ebration and his champi¬ 
onship reign. 

“This is extremely sweet. 
I feel like those five years 
were a blur. And things 
happen so fast,” Johnson 
said. “It’s not that I didn’t 
enjoy it or appreciate it or 
respect what happened. It 
just went by so fast it seems 
like. Now, □ 



Denny Hamlin celebrates after winning the NASCAR Sprint Cub Series auto race in Homestead, 
Fla., Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 
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Lexi Thompson wins Lorena Ochoa Invitational 



Lexi Thompson holds up her trophy as a mariachi band performs 
in the background after she won this year's Lorena Ochoa Invi¬ 
tational in Guadalajara, Mexico, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 


GUADALAJARA, Mexico 
(AP) — Lexi Thompson won 
the Lorena Ochoa Invita¬ 
tional on Sunday for her 
second victory in her last 
four starts, birdieing the fi¬ 
nal hole to beat Stacy Lew¬ 
is by a stroke. 

The 18-year-old Thompson 
made a 5-foot putt on the 
par-5 18th, then won when 
Lewis missed her 5-foot try. 
“First off, I had like a 50- to 
60-footer for the first one, 
which was interesting get¬ 
ting up there within a few 
feet,” Thompson said. “You 


know on the second putt, 
that’s what it all came 
down to thinking I can 
make it and went up to it 
confidently. Just knock it 
in.” 

The third-ranked Lewis, a 
three-time winner this year, 
had a 68. 

“I knew I had to make it,” 
Lewis said about her birdie 
try on the final hole. “I had 
a good line on it, just with 
these greens, those down¬ 
hill putts are the hardest 
ones to make. I hit a good 
putt. I hit it where I wanted 


to. It just didn’t go in.” 
Thompson closed with a 
3-under 69 to finish af 16-un- 
der 272 at Guadalajara 
Country Club. She won the 
2011 LPGA Navistar Classic 
at 16, and took the LPGA 
Malaysia last month for her 
second tour title. 

So Yeon Ryu was third at 13 
under after a 69. 
Top-ranked Inbee Park fin¬ 
ished fourth at 11 under to 
wrap up the points-based 
player of fhe year award 


with one event left. She is 
the first South Korean play¬ 
er to win the award. 

“I said all year, there should 
have been at least two or 
three girls that already won 
the award, but nobody re¬ 
ally did it,” said Park, who 
shot 69. “It’s just really hard 
to believe and I’m just very 
lucky I won.” 

Lewis birdied Nos. 12-14 
to take a one-stroke lead, 
but dropped into a tie with 
Thompson with a bogey on 


the par-3 17th. 

“Stacy is an amazing play¬ 
er," Thompson said. “I knew 
she could make a run at me 
any time during that round. 
When she made the two- 
shot swing on me, I think on 
No. 12, it brought it back to 
all squared. I knew I had to 
make birdies on top of her 
because she gets on a roll 
and she doesn’t stop. She’s 
an amazing player and 
played great today.”□ 


Stenson wins World Tour 
Championship in Dubai 

BERNIE McGUIRE 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Henrik Stenson 
won the season-ending 
World Tour Championship 
Sunday after shooting a 
final-round 8-under 64 for a 
263. 

Wifh fhe victory, the Swede 
became the first golfer to 
win the PGA Tour's FedEx 
Cup and European Tour's 
Race to Dubai in the same 



American Brittany Bowe 
breaks world record 


JOHN COON 
Associated Press 
KEARNS, Utah (AP) — 
American Brittany Bowe 
broke the world record in 
the women’s 1,000 meters 
Sunday in a World Cup 
speedskating race at the 
Utah Olympic Oval, finish¬ 
ing in 1:12.58. 

Bowe broke the record of 
1:12.68 set by Canada’s 
Christine Nesbitt in Cal¬ 
gary, Alberta, on Jan. 28, 
2012. 

“I daydream about it,” 
Bowe said. “I've dreamed 
in my sleep about it. When 
it becomes a reality and fi¬ 
nally hits you, it’s a dream 
come true.” 

American Heather Rich¬ 
ardson was second in 
1:12.61, and the Nether¬ 
lands’ Ireen Wust followed 
in 1:13.33. 

Richardson also celebraf- 



Brittany Bowe, of the United 
States, celebrates after the 
women’s 1000-meter compe¬ 
tition at the World Cup speed¬ 
skating event Sunday, Nov. 
17,2013, in Kearns, Utah. Bowe 
came in first place. 

Associated Press 

ed Bowe’s victory. 

“We train together every 
day,” Richardson said. 


“It's great to see her up on 
top.” 

Bowe set her sights on win¬ 
ning the race after finishing 
second a day earlier. Set¬ 
ting a record didn't really 
cross her mind until the final 
lap. 

“I knew if I could just hang 
on, it would be a really fast 
time,” Bowe said. 

Japan’s Keiichiro Nagashi- 
ma won the men’s 500 in 
34.24 seconds. The Nether¬ 
lands’ Ronald Mulder was 
second in 34.25, and South 
Korea’s Mo Tae-mum was 
third in 34.28. American 
Mitchell Whitmore was sev¬ 
enth in 34.52. 

The Netherlands swept the 
top three spots in the men's 
5,000. Sven Kramer won in 
6:04.59, Bob de Jong was 
second in 6:07.43, and Jor- 
rit Bergsma third in 6:08.13. 
American Jonathan Kuck 
finished fifth in 6:09.730 


Henrik Stenson from Sweden, right, kisses his wife Emma Lofgren 
after he won the final round of DP World Golf Championship in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013. 

Associated Press 


season. 

“It is still taking a little time to 
sink in what I’ve achieved 
this week as was the case 
when I won the FedEx Cup 
but then it just kept getting 
better and better as the 
days went on and I am sure 
this will be the same,” he 
said. 

The final day saw him put 
up six birdies before ending 
with an eagle at the 18th 
hole. 

Stenson added: “I have 
managed to do something 
very, very special here this 
week by winning both in 
America and the Race to 
Dubai.” 

It was Stenson’s first Euro¬ 
pean Tour success of the 
year after winning two of 
the closing tour FedEx Cup 
Play Off Series events. 

He collected a first prize 
of $1,333 million to take his 
earnings in 2013 in Europe 
alone to $5,538 million. 

“To achieve the double. 


double if you like in winning 
the DP World Tour Cham¬ 
pionship and the Race to 
Dubai on top of winning 
the PGA Tour Champion¬ 
ship to capture the FedEx 
Cup takes some beating, I 
guess," Stenson said. 

“I am just very, very pleased 
with the way I played. I 
knew it was going to be a 
tough week as I knew the 
guys like Justin (Rose) and 
Ian (Poulter) would come 
charging at me and try to 
catch me.” 

England’s Ian Poulter bird¬ 
ied his closing two holes, 
shooting a 66 as he finished 
second on 19-under par to 
end the season in second 
place in the Race to Dubai. 
“I have to take my hat off 
to Henrik as he is unbeliev¬ 
able,” said Poulter. 

“I tried to run him down as 
hard as I could but even 
with a sore wrist he has 
pressed on and I just could 
not get close enough. □ 
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Ward routs Rodriguez in return from 14 months off 

ONTARIO, California (AP) 

— Andre Ward returned 
from a 14-month ring ab¬ 
sence with a lop-sided 
unanimous decision over 
Edwin Rodriguez on Satur¬ 
day, defending his WBA su¬ 
per middleweight title. 

Ward (27-0) won nearly ev¬ 
ery round in a dominant ef¬ 
fort against the previously 
unbeaten Rodriguez at Cit¬ 
izens Business Bank Arena. 

The judges favored Ward 
118-106, 117-107 and 116- 
108 over Rodriguez, who 
failed to make weight for 
the bout, so could not win 
the title. 

“It’s not always going to 
be a spectacular perfor¬ 
mance, but a win is a win,” 

Ward said. “I felt like I did 
great (after) being off for 
14 months, and I'm happy 

to be back.” Andre Ward lands a left to the head of Edwin Rodriguez, of the Dominican Republic, in the seventh round of their super middleweight 

championship boxing match in Ontario, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 16, 2013. Ward won by unanimous decision. 



Associated Press 


The American outclassed 
Rodriguez (24-1) from the 
opening minutes, using 
his jab and inside fighting 
to control the pace and 
direction of each round. 
Rodriguez responded with 
increasingly desperate 
tactics, punching Ward in 
the clinch and in the back 
of the head. 

Referee Jack Reiss be¬ 
came angry after an ex¬ 
change in the fourth round. 


taking away two points 
from both boxers for hitting 
on the break. 

Ward continued to punish 
the Dominican, who grew 
increasingly desperate 
with inaccurate punches 
against Ward's superior de¬ 
fense. 

“No disrespect to Edwin, 
but he didn't really come 
to win, he came to get 
lucky,” Ward said. 


“He wants to hold and 
make it ugly, and hopes 
he catches you with some¬ 
thing big. You’ve got to 
learn how to fight those 
kind of guys.” 

Ward hadn't fought since 
September 2012, when 
he stopped former light 
heavyweight champion 
Chad Dawson in arguably 
the most impressive perfor¬ 
mance of his pro career. 


He spent the past 14 months 
out of the ring. He had sur¬ 
gery on a torn right rotator 
cuff before getting into a 
spat with his promoter, Dan 
Goossen, and struggling to 
find a suitable opponent 
for his comeback fight. 
Ward settled on Rodriguez, 
an unbeaten 28-year-old 
getting what would have 
been his first major title 
shot. Instead, Rodriguez 


missed the weight on Fri¬ 
day, costing him a report¬ 
ed $200,000. 

“I was in here with a bigger 
man,” Ward said. “I use all 
the little things leading up 
to the fight, all the talk and 
all the different things he 
said as motivation. It’s not 
personal, but I run the extra 
mile, I spar that extra round 
when I hear guys talk like 
that."a 
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Protecting children's credit, 
even before they have any 

ANN CARRNS 
© 2013 New York Times 

If you want to make sure your personal information isn't 
at risk from identity thieves, you can ask to have a se¬ 
curity freeze placed on your credit file at the three ma¬ 
jor credit bureaus - Experian, Equifax and TransUnion. 
That prevents lenders or credit card companies (that 
you aren’t doing business with) from gaining access to 
the information and in effect shuts down the chance 
of unauthorized credit being issued. 

Typically, parents have not been able to exercise the 
freeze option for their children because they usually 
don’t have credit in the first place. But now, several 
states have passed laws giving parents the right to re¬ 
quest similar protections for minors. In effect, parents 
can ask to have a credit record created, and then 
have it frozen. 

Why would you want to do that? Children’s personal 
information, like a Social Security number, is valued by 
identity thieves because there typically isn’t a credit 
file associated with the data. That means they can pair 
the information with any name and date of birth and 
create a false identity - with clean credit. Thieves can 
open credit cards and borrow money, and the dam¬ 
age isn't discovered for years, because parents typi¬ 
cally don't check a child's credit report. 

“It's a persistent problem," although it is hard to assess 
its magnitude, said Steven Toporoff, a lawyer with the 
Federal Trade Commission. That’s because parents are 
often unaware anything has happened until the child 
becomes a young adult and applies for a car loan or 
a student loan and is rejected. But in 2012, he said, 8 
percent of 280,000 identity theft complaints received 
by the FTC concerned child victims. 

Children’s information can be at risk at schools and 
medical offices but also from family members who 
may be in financial straits and have ruined their own 
credit. “A lot of the time, it’s extended family mem¬ 
bers who obtain the information and use it, knowing a 
child’s credit record is pristine, and that usually nobody 
is checking it," said Diane Childs, financial information 
and identity theft outreach coordinator for the Oregon 
Division of Finance and Corporate Securities. 

As of Sept. 13, residents of Oregon can contact the 
three major credit bureaus and ask that they create 
a “protected” record in their child’s name - a sort of 
empty credit file - which is then frozen. The enactment 
of the law was prompted by a data breach in a state 
school district. Maryland and Delaware have similar 
laws. Child identity protection laws take effect next 
year in Texas and Illinois, and measures are also under 
consideration in other states, including Wisconsin and 
Florida. 

Utah created a somewhat different program in con¬ 
sultation with TransUnion, which lets parents register 
their children’s information in the credit bureau’s “high 
risk” database. TransUnion searches its files for records 
with the child’s information and notifies the parents if 
anything is found, said Scott Morrill, program manager 
for the Child Identity Protection Program at the Utah 
attorney general’s office. And any company seeking 
to issue credit based on the information gets a warn¬ 
ing that the application is likely to be fraudulent. When 
the child turns 17, the information is automatically re¬ 
moved from the system, he said.Eva Velasquez, chief 
executive of the Identity Theft Resource Center, said 
the state laws were a step in the right direction, but she 
tends to prefer Utah's approach because it doesn’t re¬ 
quire formal establishment of a record for a minor. □ 


JPMorgan Chase, investors reach deal 


MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. has 
reached a $4.5 billion set¬ 
tlement with investors who 
said the bank deceived 
them about bad mortgage 
investments. 

The settlement, an¬ 
nounced late Friday eve¬ 
ning and confirmed ovwer 
the weekend, covers 21 
major institutional investors, 
including competitor Gold¬ 
man Sachs, BlackRock Fi¬ 
nancial Management, and 


Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Co. The mortgage-backed 
securities were sold by JPM¬ 
organ — the biggest U.S. 
bank — and Bear Stearns 
between 2005 and 2008. 
The deal is the latest in a 
series of legal settlements 
over JPMorgan’s sales of 
mortgage-backed securi¬ 
ties in the years preceding 
the financial crisis. As the 
housing market collapsed 
between 2006 and 2008, 
millions of homeowners de¬ 
faulted on high-risk mort¬ 


gages. That led to billions 
of dollars in losses for inves¬ 
tors who bought securities 
created from bundles of 
mortgages. Those securities 
were sold by JPMorgan and 
other big Wall Street banks. 
New York-based JPMorgan 
has said that most of its 
mortgage-backed securi¬ 
ties came from investment 
bank Bear Stearns and sav¬ 
ings and loan Washington 
Mutual, troubled compa¬ 
nies that JPMorgan ac¬ 
quired in 2008. □ 



The JPMorgan Chase & Co. logo is displayed at their headquarters in New York. JPMorgan Chase 
& Co. confirmed over the weekend it has reached a $4.5 billion settlement with investors over 
mortgage-backed securities. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


Geithner to join private equity firm 


DAVID KOENIG 
AP Business Writer 
Former U.S. Treasury Secre¬ 
tary Timothy Geithner, who 
played a central role in the 
government's response to 
the financial crisis of 2008- 
2009, is joining private equi¬ 
ty firm Warburg Pincus LLC. 
The firm announced Sat¬ 
urday that Geithner will 
serve as its president and 
managing director starting 
March 1,2014. 

Geithner led the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York 
for more than five years 
before becoming Treasury 
secretary in 2009. By that 
time, the economy had 
sunk into a deep recession. 
Few Treasury secretaries 
received as much scrutiny. 
Supporters credited Geith¬ 
ner with helping prevent 


the recession from spiral¬ 
ing into a second Great 
Depression, but critics said 
he was too cozy with Wall 
Street. 

Warburg Pincus said that 
Geithner would advise the 
firm on strategy, investing, 
investor relations and other 
topics. 

The New York-based firm 
has been involved in buy¬ 
outs of such well-known 
companies as luxury de¬ 
partment store chain Nei- 
man Marcus and contact 
lens maker Bausch + Lomb. 
The firm declined to com¬ 
ment on Geithner's com¬ 
pensation. Through an 
aide, Geithner declined an 
interview request. 

Geithner, 52, stepped 
down from Treasury in late 
January, days after Presi¬ 


dent Barack Obama was 
sworn in for a second term. 
He was the last of Obama's 
original economic advisers 
to leave the administration, 
and was succeeded as 
Treasury secretary by Jack 
Lew. 

In an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press on his last 
day in office, Geithner said 
that the economy was 
“stronger than people ap¬ 
preciate" and predicted 
a pickup in growth. He 
defended his role in the 
bailouts for large banks — 
steps designed to stabilize 
the financial system — but 
acknowledged that he 
would never win over his 
critics because it was hard 
to convince people about 
the dangers posed by the 
financial crisis. □ 
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Caught in unemployment’s revolving door 


ANNIE LOWREY 
©2013 New York Times 
On a cold October morn¬ 
ing, just after the federal 
government shutdown 
came to an end, Jenner 
Barrington-Ward headed 
into court in Boston to de¬ 
clare bankruptcy. 

It took weeks to put the 
paperwork together, given 
that her papers and be¬ 
longings were scattered 
across the country - there 
was a broken-down car 
and boxes of paperwork 
in Virginia Beach, clothes 
in Colorado and personal 
possessions at a friend’s 
house in Somerville, Mass. 
She managed to estimate 
her income - maybe $5,000 
last year, but maybe half 
that this year - from odd 
jobs. Soon, she would offi¬ 
cially have nothing. 

It has been a painful slide. A 
five-year spell of unemploy¬ 
ment has slowly scrubbed 
away nearly every ves¬ 
tige of Barrington-Ward’s 
middle-class life. She is a 
53-year-old college gradu¬ 
ate who worked steadily 
for three decades. She is 
now broke and homeless. 
Barrington-Ward describes 
it as “my journey through 
hell." She was laid off from 
an administrative position 
at the Massachusetts Insti¬ 
tute of Technology in 2008; 
she had earned about 
$50,000 that year. With the 
recession spurring employ¬ 
ers to dump hundreds of 
thousands of workers a 
month and the unemploy¬ 
ment rate climbing to the 
double digits, she found 
that no matter the number 
of resumes she sent out - 
she stopped counting in 
the thousands - she could 
not find work. 

“I’ve been turned down 
from McDonald’s because 
I was told I was too articu¬ 
late,” she says. “I got denied 
a job scrubbing toilets be¬ 
cause I didn’t speak Span¬ 


ish and turned away from 
a Laundromat because I 
was ‘too pretty.' I've also 
been told point-blank to 
my face, ‘We don't hire the 
unemployed.' And the two 
times I got real interest from 
a prospective employer, 
the credit check ended it 
immediately.” 

For Barrington-Ward, job¬ 
lessness itself has become 
a trap, an impediment 


to finding a job. Econo¬ 
mists see it the same way, 
concerned that jobless¬ 
ness lasting more than six 
months is a major factor 
preventing people from 
getting rehired, with poten¬ 
tially grave consequences 
for tens of millions of Ameri¬ 
cans. The long-term job¬ 
less, after all, tend to be in 
poorer health, and to have 
higher rates of suicide and 
strained family relations. 
Even the children of the 
long-term unemployed see 
lower earnings down the 
road. 

The consequences are 
grave for the country. 


too: lost production, in¬ 
creased social spending, 
decreased tax revenue 
and slower growth. Policy¬ 
makers and academics 
are now asking whether an 
improving economy might 
absorb those workers in 
time to prevent long-term 
economic damage. 

“I don’t think we know the 
answer,” said Jesse Roth- 
stein, an economist at the 


University of California, 
Berkeley. “But right now, 
I think everybody's worst 
fears are coming true, as 
far as we can tell.” 

Soon after we first talked 
in October, Barrington- 
Ward left her sister's house 
in Ohio, where she had 
crashed for six weeks, and 
went back to Boston and 
filed her bankruptcy pa¬ 
perwork. She contacted 
a headhunter. “I’ve got to 
get a job,” she said. “I just 
have to.” She had two job 
interviews lined up and her 
fingers crossed. 

Long-term joblessness - the 
kind that Barrington-Ward 


and about 4 million others 
are experiencing - is now 
one of the defining realities 
of the American workforce. 
The unemployment rate 
has fallen to 7.3 percent, 
down from 10 percent four 
years ago. Private busi¬ 
nesses have added about 
7.6 million positions over 
the same period. But while 
recent numbers show that 
there are about as many 


people unemployed for 
short periods as in 2007 - 
before the crisis hit - they 
also show that long-term 
joblessness is up 213 per¬ 
cent. 

In part, that’s because 
people don’t return to work 
in an orderly, first-fired, first- 
hired fashion. In any given 
month, a newly jobless 
worker has about a 20 to 30 
percent chance of finding 
a new job. By the time he 
or she has been out of work 
for six months, though, the 
chance drops to one in 10, 
according to research by 
the Federal Reserve Bank 
of San Francisco. 


Facing those kinds of odds, 
some of the long-term job¬ 
less have simply given up 
and dropped out of the la¬ 
bor force. So while official 
figures show that the num¬ 
ber of long-term jobless has 
fallen steeply from its reces¬ 
sionary high of 6.7 million, 
many researchers fear that 
this number could mean as 
much bad news as good. 
Workers older than 50 may 
be biding their time until 
they can start receiving So¬ 
cial Security. Younger work¬ 
ers may be going to school 
to avoid a tough job mar¬ 
ket. Others may be going 
on disability, helping to ex¬ 
plain that program's surg¬ 
ing rolls. 

Stan Flampton, 59, a vet¬ 
eran of the Iraq War, is now 
earning his associate de¬ 
gree. But he has not had 
a job since returning from 
active duty in 2007, and is 
now living in an apartment 
complex for veterans near 
Las Vegas. 

“I’m just trying to hang on 
until my retirement kicks in,” 
he said, though he stressed 
that he would still look for a 
job. “I have not been in jail 
or prison, nor am I an alco¬ 
holic, drug addict or gam¬ 
bling addict. I am simply 
old, unemployed and out 
of money.” 

To answer the question 
of whether the improving 
economy might help peo¬ 
ple like Flampton and Bar¬ 
rington-Ward, economists 
often phrase the question 
as “Is it structural or cycli¬ 
cal?” Cyclical unemploy¬ 
ment is temporary, caused 
by a slack economy. Struc¬ 
tural unemployment stems 
from a mismatch between 
what businesses want and 
what workers offer. You are 
a car mechanic, for ex¬ 
ample, but the economy 
needs programmers. 


Continued on page 27 



Jenner Barrington-Ward rakes leaves in a friend's backyard in Somerville, Mass., in November, 
2013. Barrington-Ward, 53 and college educated but without full-time employment for five years, 
is one of many Americans ground down by a long-term unemployment crisis. 

(Gretchen Ertl/The New York Times) 
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Difficulty Level ★ 11/18 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _-jet; type of 

printer 

4 Passion 

9 Dermatologist’s 
concern 

13 City near Lake 
Tahoe 

15 Depart 

16 Bump_; meet 
unexpectedly 

17 Perched upon 

18 Word in the 
names of many 
bowling alleys 

19 Require 

20 Invigorating 
drug; upper 

22 Jewels 

23 Accepted 
standard 

24 Lincoln, to pals 

26 Baseball 

official 

29 Cloud over the 
eye lens 

34 Low-ranking 
British peer 

35 _ off; diminish 
gradually 

36 Misfortune 

37 Not closed 

38 Summoned 
with a beeper 

39 Renown 

40 Tavern order 

41 Stacks 

42 _ by surprise; 
startled 

43 Predisposition; 
bent 

45 Changes one’s 
alarm clock 

46 Word of disgust 

47 Cod or carp 

48 Snow vehicle 

51 Statement of 

protest 

56 Fuel, for some 

57 Unwilling 

58 Margarine 

60 Villain 

61 Bert’s buddy 

62 Close by 

63 Broadway 
award 

64 Parakeet food 

65 Sault _. Marie 
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DOWN 

1 Tax-deferred 
retirement acct. 

2 Brooklyn team 

3 Shoelace 
problem 

4 Charm; entice 

5 Kingdom 

6 Carvey or 
Delany 

7 Baker’s need 

8 Said again 

9 Sewing 
machine brand 

10 Leg joint 

11 Thingamajig 

12 _ off; falls 
asleep 

14 Viewpoint All Rights Reserved. 

21 Dawn, for short 

25 Saloon 33 Adolescents 48 Dundee native 

26 German sub 35 Powder 49 Company’s 

27 Syrup flavor 38 Tiny punctures symbol 

28 Primp 39 In _; stylish 50 Deserve 

29 Deceitful; crafty 41 Cribbage piece 52 Drill a hole 

30 Mimics 42 Exam 53 TV’s Pauley 

31 Not sleeping 44 Actor _ Moore 54 Bullring cries 

32 One of Santa’s 45 Wealth 55 Tidy 

reindeer 47 Foul-smelling 59 Raw metal 
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Caught in unemployment’s revolving door 


Continued from page 25 


If long-term joblessness is 
cyclical, a growing econ¬ 
omy should bring people 
back into the job market. 
But if structural factors are 
at play, the concern is dire 
for the whole economy, 
with a normal unemploy¬ 
ment rate “significantly 
higher than what has been 
achieved in the past,” Ja¬ 
net L. Yellen, the presump¬ 
tive new Federal Reserve 
chairwoman, said in a 
speech this year. 

Right now, most econo¬ 
mists argue that unem¬ 
ployment remains primarily 
cyclical. Ben S. Bernanke, 
the departing Fed chair¬ 
man, made this point dur¬ 
ing the summer, adding 
that an unemployment 
rate in the 5 percent range 
- an indication of a healthy 
economy - was still obtain¬ 
able. Growth simply hasn’t 
proved strong enough to 
spur businesses to hire all 
the people who want jobs. 
Economists come to this 
conclusion in part because 
there is no evidence that 
the long-term jobless are 
accumulating in any one 
industry, which would be 
a signal that the economy 
needs to move workers 
from, say, manufacturing 
into nursing. Long-term un¬ 
employment has hit work¬ 
ers young and old, of all 
industries, races and back¬ 
grounds. But the long-term 
jobless actually tend to be 
more educated. 

With time, however, even 
people with desired skills 
can become “structur¬ 
ally” unemployed. Longer 
spells of unemployment 
become harder to explain 
away. Jobless workers' skills 
can atrophy. 

Job seekers find it harder 
to appear eager. Wounds 
become scars. 

Economists have long 
thought that the strain of 


unemployment, plus the 
erosion of skills and loss of 
contacts that naturally 
occur, helps explain the 
“structural” unemployed 
in a nation’s workforce. 
But new evidence shows 
that bias plays a much 
larger role than previously 
thought. Some of the long¬ 
term unemployed might 
never find work because 
businesses simply refuse to 
hire them. 

In a recent study, Rand 
Ghayad a Ph.D. candidate 
at Northeastern University, 
sent out 4,800 dummy resu¬ 
mes to job postings. Those 
resumes that were suppos¬ 
edly from recently unem¬ 
ployed applicants with no 
relevant experience were 
more likely to elicit a call 
for an interview than those 
supposedly from experi¬ 
enced workers out of a job 
for more than six months. 
Indeed, the callback rate 
for the long-term jobless 
ranged from just 1 to 3 per¬ 
cent, versus 9 to 16 percent 
for newly unemployed 
workers. 

Unemployment becomes 
a “sorting criterion," in the 
words of a separate study 
with similar findings. It found 
that being out of a job for 
more than nine months de¬ 
creased interview requests 
20 percent among people 
applying to low- or medi¬ 
um-skilled jobs. 

In dozens of interviews, the 
long-term unemployed 
described discrimination 
as being foremost in their 
minds, though at the same 
time they said the experi¬ 
ence of joblessness had 
changed them. 

Robin Flastey, 53, who lives 
in Cornwall, N.Y., lost her 
job in 2009 and has not 
found steady work since. 
Her husband went through 
a spell of unemployment, 
but eventually found a job 
that paid half of what he 
made in the 1990sO 
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Classifieds 


FOR SALE or RENT 

Brand new home in Moko, only 
minutes to downtown and beaches. 
Fully furnished 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathroom, nice living room, cute 
kitchen with are appliances 
included. For only $160,000! 

Call: 733-6681 /745-3510 
E-mail: marita.landa@gmail.com 

200462 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 

Oceanside $10k Oceanview $9500 
Oceanfront $15,000 
3BEDRM OV $15,000 

Platinum Season 

Oceanview $18k Oceanside $19k 
Oceanfront $29k 3 BEDRM $29k 
Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV-$42k 
Plat Plus NY 52 OV- $49k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B Oceanview $19k 
Oceanfront PLAT$29k 
Platinum IB OV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
1B Oceanfront $9,500 

La Cabana Beach & 

Racquet Club 

"Preferred Resale Company** 
ALL summer & fall weeks 
starting at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 

WE NEED SELLERS!! 

Divi, Costa Linda & Playa Linda 
We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 


We can help you BUY, SELL or 
RENT any timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Julie Miller Lie Agent x 111 
Michelle Donato Lie Broker x101 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 
321-206-6293 or 888-888-2204 


ARUBA 



Dl NOS E TA! 


FOR SALE 

Caribbean Palm Village 
(deeded) 

E 107 first floor pool side 
(renovated) 
week 1 thru 5 
1 bedroom 2 bath $10,000 
p/week 

email: np7300@roadrunner.com 
phone: USA 440-428-4631 

200451 


FOR RENT 

2 weeks vacation December 
U$4600 by week 1 bedroom 
apartment at the Divi Dutch 
Village, Sleeps ant fully 
equipped with kitchen bedroom 
and pull out couch. 

1 st week check in 18-19-20 Dec 
2013 and check out 25-26-27 
Dec 2013 

2nd week check in 25-2627 
Dec. 2013 and check out 1-2-3 
jan 2014 

For information Call Carlos 
562-4860 

Joraemendezmre@hotmail.com 

Doritam5@hotmail.com 
Call in USA 9-542-844-711 

200284 


FOR SALE week 47 
Tropicana Timeshare 

Thanksgiving week Rm 1557 
sat to sat 11/23 
AL OFFERS CONSIDERED 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
phone: 508-651-0016 

200459 


FOR RENT 

Do you want to stay more days in 
Aruba? we have apts & houses for 
rent by days, weeks & months 
Call: 733-6681 / 745-3510 
E-mail: marita.landa@gmail.com 

200462 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

Week 40 IBr $4000 
Week 41 1 Br $4000 
Week42 IBr$3500 
Pis call 740-4988 
sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

_ 200456 

FOR RENT 
Divi Golf Resort 

week 51/8-10 persons/ Room 
2108 Studio & 2109 one 
bedroom 

Consist od 1 Studio with King 
Size bed, sleeper sofa, jacuzzi, 
including Washer & Dryer 
Price Studio: $2000 
Price One bedroom:$2500 
Special Offer for both: $4000 
For more info:560-2594 
E-mail: 

elsa_colombiano@hotmail.com 

_ 200453 


DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 
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Dr. Angela 
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POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 

O'STAD: Maria Tel: 585-8145 

S. NICOLAS: Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 



CRUISESHIP 

Nov. 18 

Coral Princess 
Monarch 

Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 

FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 
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^SCIENCE 



NASA’s newest Mars flyer will explore atmosphere 


MARCIA DUNN, AP Aero¬ 
space Writer 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(AP) — NASA hopes its new¬ 
est Mars spacecraft lives up 
to its know-it-all name. 

The robotic explorer called 
Maven is due to blast off 
Monday on a 10-month 
journey to the red planet. 
There, it will orbit Mars and 
study the atmosphere to 
try to understand how 
the planet morphed from 
warm and wet to cold and 
dry. 

“A maven is a trusted 
expert,” noted NASA's 
space science chief, John 
Grunsfeld. Maven will help 
scientists “build a story of 
the Mars atmosphere and 
help future human explor¬ 
ers who journey to Mars.” 
The $671 million mission is 
NASA’s 21 st crack at Earth’s 
most enticing neighbor, 
coming on the heels of the 
Curiosity rover, still rolling 
strong a year after its grand 
Martian arrival. 


Copyright 2013 The. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten 
or redistributed. 

Associated Press 


When Maven reaches Mars 
next September, it will join 
three functioning space¬ 
craft, two U.S. and one Eu¬ 
ropean. An Indian orbiter 


also will be arriving about 
the same time. Maven will 
be the 10th orbiter to be 
launched to Mars by NASA; 
three have failed, testimo- 


New flasher wrasse species 
discovered in Indonesia 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 
— A new fish of the flasher 
wrasse species with striking 
orange color and round¬ 
ed fins has been found in 
Indonesia’s coral reefs, a 
conservation group an¬ 
nounced Wednesday. 
Scientists from Conserva¬ 
tion International and the 
Indonesian Biodiversity Re¬ 
search Centre discovered 
the species in East Nusa 
Tenggara province, said a 
statement from Conserva¬ 
tion International. 

The discovery was pub¬ 
lished in the latest Aqua, 
International Journal of 
Ichthyology. 

The group said the species 
was named Paracheilinus 
rennyae in recognition of 
the scientific contributions 
of ichfhyologisf Renny Kur- 
nia Hadiafy from fhe Indo¬ 
nesian Institute of Sciences. 
The fish is known only from 
reefs off southwestern 
Flores Island and the Komo¬ 
do National Park area. Al¬ 
though it is the 17th known 
type of flasher wrasse, it is 
unique in both its color- 



This photo taken on July 28, 2013, released by the Conservation 
International, shows a new fish of the flasher wrasse species, in 
Indonesia. 

Associated Press 


ation and especially the 
rounded shape of its dorsal 
and anal fins and tail, and 
genetically distinct from all 
other known flasher wrasses 
in fhe Coral Triangle, Con¬ 
servation International said. 
Flasher wrasses are favor¬ 
ites among divers and un¬ 
derwater photographers 
due to their electric blue 
and red color patterns, 
which are only displayed 
as part of a daily mating 


ritual that normally occurs 
about an hour before sun¬ 
down. 

Af fhaf fime, fhe normally 
brownish-colored males 
rise up in the water col¬ 
umn and “flash” their spec¬ 
tacular mating coloration 
while erecting their fins and 
swimming in short bursts of 
speed in an attempt to im¬ 
press nearby female flasher 
wrasses and encourage 
them to spawn.Q 


ny to the difficulty of the 
task. 

“No other planet, other 
than perhaps Earth, has 
held the attention of peo¬ 
ple around the world than 
Mars,” Grunsfeld said. 

Early Mars had an at¬ 
mosphere thick enough 
to hold water and moist 
clouds, said chief inves¬ 
tigator Bruce Jakosky of 
the University of Colora¬ 
do’s Laboratory for Atmo¬ 
spheric and Space Physics 
in Boulder. Indeed, water 
flowed once upon a time 
on Mars, and microbial life 
might have existed. 

“But somehow that at¬ 
mosphere changed over 
time to the cold, dry en¬ 
vironment that we see to¬ 
day,” Jakosky said. “What 
we don’t know is what the 
driver of that change has 
been.” 

Maven — short for Mars 
Atmosphere and Volatile 
Evolution, with a capital 
N in EvolutioN — is the first 
spacecraft devoted en¬ 
tirely to studying Mars’ up¬ 
per atmosphere. India’s 
orbiter will also study the 
atmosphere but go a step 
further, seeking out meth¬ 
ane, a possible indicator of 
life. 

Scientists theorize that 
some of fhe early atmo¬ 
spheric water and carbon 
dioxide went down into 
the crust of the Martian sur¬ 
face — there is evidence 
of carbonate minerals on 



Mars. Gases also may have 
gone up and become lost 
to space, stripped away 
by the sun, molecule by 
molecule, Jakosky said. 
Maven holds eight scien¬ 
tific instruments to measure 
the upper atmosphere for 
an entire Earth year — half 
a Marfian year. The boxy, 
solar-winged craff — as 
long as a school bus and 
as heffy as a 5,400-pound 
(2,450-kilogram) sport util¬ 
ity vehicle — will dip as low 
as 78 miles (125 kilometers) 
above the surface for at¬ 
mospheric sampling, and 
its orbit will stretch as high 
as 3,864 miles (6,218 kilo¬ 
meters) . 

Understanding the make¬ 
up and dynamics of Mars' 
present atmosphere will 
help guide humans more 
safely to the planet’s sur¬ 
face, especially if fhe ship 
fakes advantage of the 
atmosphere for braking, 
Jakosky said. NASA tar¬ 
gets the 2030s for the first 
manned expedition. 

The spacecraft also holds 
an antenna and radio to 
serve as a communica¬ 
tions relay for NASA’s two 
active Martian rovers. Cu¬ 
riosity and Opportunity, 
as well as the next pair of 
landers to be launched in 
2016 and 2020. 

Maven is considered so im¬ 
portant that launch prepa¬ 
rations were allowed to 
resume a couple of days 
after the start of the 16-day 
government shutdown. 
Maven has one month to 
launch; Earth and Mars 
line up just so, just every 26 
months. So if Maven isn't 
flying by mid to late De¬ 
cember, the spacecraft 
will be grounded until the 
beginning of 2016. 

The red planet is a notori¬ 
ously tricky target. NASA 
has attempted the most, 
20 launches so far, and has 
the best success rate: 70 
percent. Russia, in second 
place with 18 Mars launch¬ 
es, has a dismal 14 percent 
success rate. China collab¬ 
orated on one of the Rus¬ 
sian flops. Europe and Ja¬ 
pan have attempted one 
Martian mission apiece; 
the European Mars Express 
has had mixed results, 
while the Japanese effort 
fizzled. □ 
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MSNBC suspends Alec Baldwin’s show for 2 episodes 



In this Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2013 file photo, actor Alec Baldwin leaves criminal court in New York. 


Associated Press 


LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Alec 
Baldwin’s new weekly MS¬ 
NBC talk show was sus¬ 
pended for two episodes 
after the actor was video¬ 
taped using an anti-gay 
epithet against a photog¬ 
rapher during a New York 
street encounter. The ca¬ 
ble channel didn't specify 
the reason it yanked Friday 
night's “Up Late with Alec 
Baldwin” from its schedule 
this week and next, but the 
decision came the day af¬ 
ter the Thursday run-in. 

In a statement on MSNBC's 
website, Baldwin wrote 
that he “did not intend to 
hurt or offend anyone with 
my choice of words, but 
clearly I have — and for 
that I am deeply sorry.” 

He said his actions came as 
he tried to protect his fam¬ 
ily — presumably from the 
photographer — but were 
unacceptable and under¬ 
mine “hard-fought rights 
that I vigorously support." 


The video, which was 
posted on TMZ, also drew 
a tweeted apology from 
Baldwin in which he 
claimed he was unaware 
the term he used was of¬ 
fensive to gays. 

MSNBC declined further 
comment. Baldwin's repre¬ 
sentative said in an email 
Friday night that the ac¬ 
tor would decline to com¬ 
ment. The incident came 
during the week a Cana¬ 
dian actress was convict¬ 
ed in New York of stalking 
Baldwin with calls, emails 
and visits over a two-year 
period. Genevieve Sab- 
ourin was sentenced to six 
months in jail in addition to 
a month she’s already serv¬ 
ing for her courtroom out¬ 
bursts. Baldwin’s wife, Hilar- 
ia, said in a statement af¬ 
terward that the two “feel 
safe, relieved and happy 
to move forward” with the 
case resolved. 

But Baldwin reportedly lost 
his cool again Friday when 
a reporter for a New York 


TV channel asked about 
the trial and, according 
to Variety.com, Baldwin 
called him “dumb.” The ex¬ 
change took place outside 
Baldwin’s apartment build¬ 
ing, the website said. 
Baldwin’s career has in¬ 
cluded Oscar and Tony 
nominations and originat¬ 


ing action hero Jack Ryan 
in the 1990 film “The Hunt 
for Red October” as well as 
his Emmy-winning turn on 
“30 Rock.” 

He’s also known for his tem¬ 
per. He was kicked off a 
plane in 2011 after refus¬ 
ing to stop playing a cell¬ 
phone game, and he's 


gotten into confrontations 
with news photographers. 
He and a New York Post 
lensman filed harassment 
complaints against each 
other after an altercation in 
February, and a Daily News 
photographer said Bald¬ 
win punched him in 2012, 
which Baldwin denied. □ 




Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 


t's a matter of prestige and quality... 


Present this ad and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 
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ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 

perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. With any purchase of 
$20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE 
for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays 
from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at 
well-known cigar stores. Aruhiba gift boxes are now available at Dufry Shop at the Airport. 

For their complete selection and attractive by 
the box prices visit their retail store. Tours 
are also available at their Tobacco farm 
where their cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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Box office: ‘Best Man’ nearly topples ‘Thor’ 



This image released by Universal Pictures shows, from left, Taye Diggs, Morris Chestnut, Harold Per- 
rineau and Terrence Howard in a scene from “The Best Man Holiday.” 

Associated Press 


By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) - In an 
unlikely battle of sequels, 
“Thor: The Dark World” 
bested “The Best Man Holi¬ 
day" at the box office. 
Disney’s “Thor: The Dark 
World" continued its box- 
office reign with $38.5 mil¬ 
lion in its second week 
of release, according to 
studio estimates Sunday. 
Opening 15 years after the 
original “The Best Man,” 
Universal’s “The Best Man 
Holiday” opened strongly 
with $30.6 million. 

Drawing an overwhelm¬ 
ingly female and African- 
American audience, “The 
Best Man Holiday" was a 
surprise challenger for the 
mighty “Thor." The R-rated 
romantic comedy, with an 
ensemble cast including 
Morris Chestnut and Taye 
Diggs, debuted with more 
than three times the box 
office of 1999’s “The Best 
Man." That film opened 
with $9 million. 

The performance of Mal¬ 
colm D. Lee's “The Best 
Man Holiday" continued 
an ongoing trend. Movies 
that appeal particularly 
to black audiences have 
often been surpassing ex¬ 
pectations at the box of¬ 
fice. 

“It’s a familiar refrain, and 
it’s getting a little tired,” 
said Lee. 

“I thought we had a 
chance to do something 
special." 

“Lee Daniels’ The Butler” 
led the box office for sev¬ 
eral weeks in August, lead¬ 
ing to a cumulative total of 
$115.5 million domestically. 
The Oscar-contender “12 
Years a Slave” has made 


$25 million in five weeks of 
limited release. 

Lee said that while black 
audiences “see every¬ 
thing” at the movies, from 
action movies to roman¬ 
tic comedies, he hopes 
broader audiences begin 
responding to so-called 
“black films." 

The audience for “Best 
Man Holiday" was 87 per¬ 
cent African-American. Re¬ 
gardless, a third “Best Man” 
film now seems a likely bet. 
“If there is going to be a 
sequel, it won't take 14 
years,” granted Lee. 
Marvel's Norse superhero, 
however, has been ham¬ 
mering audiences around 
the globe. 

“Thor: The Dark World" 
made $52.5 million interna¬ 


tionally over the weekend, 
bringing its worldwide total 
to $479.8 million. 

With Chris Hemsworth as 
the title character and Tom 
Hiddleston as the popular 
villain Loki, the Thor fran¬ 
chise has proven to be one 
of Marvel's mosf successful. 
Jusf as “Thor” approached 
fhe half-billion mark, War¬ 
ner Bros.’ space adventure 
“Gravity” crossed it. In sev¬ 
en weeks of release, “Grav¬ 
ity” has made $514.9 million 
globally. 

“The Best Man Holiday” 
was the only new wide- 
release opening over the 
weekend, as the market¬ 
place clears out for the 
release of “The Hunger 
Games: Cafching Fire." In 
limited release, Alexander 


Payne's black-and-white 
Midwest road trip “Nebras¬ 
ka” opened in four loca¬ 
tions with a solid $35,000 
per theater average for 
Paramount Pictures. 

Martin Scorsese’s “The Wolf 
of Wall Street" was original¬ 
ly slated to open, but was 
postponed to Dec. 25 by 
Paramount. 

Expected to be one of the 
year’s biggest debuts, Li- 
onsgate’s “Catching Fire” 
will abruptly close the box- 
office window for “Thor” 
next weekend. “Catching 
Fire” opened in Brazil over 
the weekend, earning $6.3 
million. 

Estimated ticket sales for Fri¬ 
day through Sunday at U.S. 
and Canadian theaters, 
according to RentrakO 



This image released by Starpix 
shows actor Judd Hirsch at a 
private screening of the film, 
“The Great Beauty,” in New 
York. 

Associated Press 

NY neighbors 
oppose Judd 
Hirsch’s planned 
wind turbine 

DENNING, New York (AP) — 
Some residents of a town in 
New York’s Catskill Moun¬ 
tains are trying to stop ac¬ 
tor Judd Hirsch from build¬ 
ing a 177-foof wind furbine 
on his properfy. 

Dozens of Hirsch’s neigh¬ 
bors in fhe town of Den¬ 
ning have signed a peti¬ 
tion opposing the “Taxi” 
star’s plan for a turbine on 
his 96-acre property. 
Richard Benktwitt lives in 
a log house about a mile 
from Hirsch. He tells The 
New York Times that the 
turbine “would ruin the 
beauty of fhe location." 
The 78-year-old Hirsch tells 
the Times that his neigh¬ 
bors' fears are “baloney.” 
He says the wind turbine’s 
generator will cut his elec¬ 
tricity bill to zero. 

Another neighbor, Barry 
Schaefer, says he is in favor 
of alternafive energy buf 
he worries fhaf fhe furbine 
will be noisyO 


Netflix revives ‘The Killing’ 
for final six episodes 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Nefflix says if is reviv¬ 
ing “The Killing” affer its cancellation by 
AMC. 

A fourth and final season will be available 
to Netflix subscribers, fhe streaming service 
said Friday. 

Six episodes are planned to give the crime 
drama a “proper send-off,” Netflix execu¬ 
tive Cindy Holland said in a statement. 
Stars Mireille Enos and Joel Kinnaman will 
return to the crime drama for ifs conclu¬ 


sion, producer Fox Television Sfudios said. 
“The Killing,” based on a Danish series 
and developed by Veena Sud, has had a 
rocky history. 

AMC canceled it after a second-year rat¬ 
ings slump, reversed its decision and then 
axed it again after the third season aired 
in the summer. 

Netflix said the final six episodes of “The 
Killing" will be available for instant viewing 
but didn't announce the release date.Q 



In this publicity image released by AMC, Mireille Enos is shown 
in a scene from “The Killing.” 

Associated Press 
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PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

When Greece hit the skids almost 
four years ago, some analysts 
(myself included) thought that 
we might be seeing the begin¬ 
ning of the end for the euro, Eu¬ 
rope’s common currency. Others 
were more optimistic, believing 
that tough love - temporary aid 
tied to reform - would soon pro¬ 
duce recovery. 

Both camps were wrong. What 
we actually got was a rolling cri¬ 
sis that never seems to reach any 
kind of resolution. Every time Eu¬ 
rope seems ready to go over the 
edge, policymakers find a way 
to avoid complete disaster. But 
every time there are hints of true 
recovery, something else goes 
wrong. 

And here we go again. Not long 
ago, European officials were de¬ 
claring that the Continent had 
turned the corner, that market 
confidence was returning and 
growth was resuming. But now 
there’s a new source of concern, 
as the specter of deflation looms 
over much of Europe. And the 
debate over how to respond is 
turning seriously ugly. 

Some background: The Euro¬ 
pean Central Bank, or ECB, Eu¬ 
rope’s equivalent of the Federal 
Reserve, is supposed to keep 
inflation close to 2 percent. Why 
not zero? Several reasons, but 
the most important point right 
now is that an overall European 
inflation rate too close to zero 
would translate into actual defla¬ 
tion in the troubled economies of 
southern Europe. And deflation 
has nasty economic side effects, 
especially in countries already 
burdened by high debt. 

So it’s a source of great concern 
that European inflation has start¬ 
ed dropping far below target; 
over the past year, consumer 
prices rose only 0.7 percent, 
while “core” prices that exclude 
volatile food and energy costs 
rose only 0.8 percent. 

Something had to be done, and 
last week the ECB cut interest 
rates. 

As policy decisions go, this had 
the distinction of being both 
obviously appropriate and ob¬ 
viously inadequate: Europe’s 
economy clearly needs a boost, 
but the ECB’s action will surely 
make, at best, a marginal differ¬ 
ence. Still, it was a move in the 
right direction. 

Yet the move was hugely contro¬ 
versial, both inside and outside 
the ECB. 

And the controversy took an om¬ 
inous form, at least for anyone 


who remembers Europe’s terrible 
history. 

For arguments over European 
monetary policy aren’t just a 
battle of ideas; increasingly, they 
sound like a battle of nations, 
too. 

For example, who voted against 
the rate cut? Both German mem¬ 
bers of the ECB board, joined by 
the leaders of the Dutch and 
Austrian central banks. Who, 
outside the ECB, was harshest in 
criticizing the action? German 
economists, who made a point 
not just of attacking the sub¬ 
stance of the bank’s action but 
of emphasizing the nationality of 
Mario Draghi, the bank’s presi¬ 
dent, who is Italian. 

The influential German econo¬ 
mist Hans-Werner Sinn declared 
that Draghi was just trying to give 
Italy access to low-interest loans. 
The chief economist of the news¬ 
weekly WirtschaftsWoche called 
the rate cut a “diktat from a new 
Banco d’ltalia, based in Frank¬ 
furt.” 

Such insinuations are grossly un¬ 
fair to Draghi, whose efforts to 
contain the euro crisis have been 
little short of heroic. 

I’d go so far as to say that the 
euro probably would have col¬ 
lapsed in 2011 or 2012 without his 
leadership. But never mind the 
personalities. What’s scary here 
is the way this is turning into the 
Teutons versus the Latins, with the 
euro - which was supposed to 
bring Europe together - pulling it 
apart instead. 

What’s going on? Some of it is 
national stereotyping: The Ger¬ 
man public is eternally vigilant 
against the prospect that those 
lazy southern Europeans are 
going to make off with its hard- 
earned money. 

But there’s also a real issue here. 
Germans just hate inflation, but if 
the ECB succeeds in getting av¬ 
erage European inflation back 
up to around 2 percent, it will 
push inflation in Germany - which 
is booming even as other Euro¬ 
pean nations suffer Depression¬ 
like levels of unemployment 
- substantially higher than that, 
maybe to 3 percent or more. 

This may sound bad, but it’s how 
the euro is supposed to work. In 
fact, it’s the way it has to work. If 
you’re going to share a currency 
with other countries, sometimes 
you’re going to have above-av¬ 
erage inflation. 

In the years before the global fi¬ 
nancial crisis, Germany had low 
inflation while countries like Spain 
had relatively high inflation. Now 
the rules of the game require that 
the roles be reversed, and the 
question is whether Germany is 
prepared to accept those rules. 
And the answer to that question 
isn’t clear. 

The truly sad thing is that, as I 
said, the euro was supposed to 
bring Europe together, in ways 
both substantive and symbolic. 
It was supposed to encourage 
closer economic ties, even as it 
fostered a sense of shared iden¬ 
tity. 

What we’re getting instead, 
however, is a climate of anger 
and disdain on the part of both 
creditors and debtors. And the 
end is still nowhere in sight.□ 



ROGER COHEN 
© 2013 New York Times 

PARIS - French-American rela¬ 
tions, often a study in how close 
love can be to hatred, have 
taken an interesting turn of late. 
The cheese-eating surrender 
monkeys of France, in the phrase 
from “The Simpsons,” have be¬ 
come the world’s meat-chomp- 
ing enforcement tigers. As for the 
United States, it has, in the French 
view, gone a touch camembert- 
soft. 

The administration of President 
Frangois Hollande is not known 
for its decisiveness on the domes¬ 
tic front. Vacillation accompa¬ 
nies economic drift. But, perhaps 
in compensation, it has shown a 
resolute streak in international af¬ 
fairs. From Mali to Syria and now 
Iran, French firmness has been 
the rule. Paris finds itself to the 
right of Washington. 

This has led to differences. There 
is talk of the trauma of Aug. 31. 
On that Saturday afternoon, Hol¬ 
lande took a call from President 
Barack Obama. A ramped-up 
France was in a state of readiness 
for the expected joint military re¬ 
sponse the next morning to the 
Syrian regime’s use of chemical 
weapons. Until Obama let drop 
his now notorious “non” after he 
had opted for a different course. 
France felt ill-used, having 
stretched to support its ally as 
Britain faltered, only to find itself 
dangling in foolish-looking vassal 
mode. Now, some 10 weeks lat¬ 
er, Syria has revealed its chemi¬ 
cal weapons arsenal and com¬ 


mitted to giving it up. But, in the 
French view, the last-minute deal 
has also legitimized President 
Bashar Assad, put a nail in the 
coffin of the nonradical Syrian 
opposition and so set back any 
conceivable resolution of a dev¬ 
astating conflict. The French view 
is persuasive. 

Then along came the Iran nu¬ 
clear dossier, a subject on which 
successive French presidents 
- from Jacques Chirac through 
Nicolas Sarkozy to Hollande - 
have had a consistent view: The 
Islamic Republic wants a bomb; 
only a tough approach will stop 
it. Once again, the French had 
the feeling of being presented by 
the Obama administration with a 
wobbly fait accompli. 

For weeks before the Geneva 
meeting at which hopes for an 
accord first soared and then 
sank, the United States and Iran 
had opened a quiet two-way ne¬ 
gotiation on a six-month interim 
deal. Officials close to Laurent 
Fabius, the French foreign minis¬ 
ter, told me these bilateral discus¬ 
sions had produced an agreed 
U.S.-lranian text (with caveats) 
by the time the Geneva talks 
opened. When the French saw it, 
they were troubled. 

Their concerns focused on three 
areas: the heavy-water plant at 
Arak that Iran is building, where 
the outline agreement seemed 
to allow continued construc¬ 
tion; language that appeared to 
concede prematurely an Iranian 
“right to enrich” or something 
close to it; and what measures 
Iran would take to dispose of its 
stockpile of 20 percent-enriched 
uranium. Much of the Geneva 
meeting focused on the French 
aim to close these loopholes - 
only for the changes to prove 
unacceptable to Mohammad 
Javad Zarif, Iran’s foreign minis¬ 
ter, and his team. 

The next few weeks will tell wheth¬ 
er France improved the deal or 
lost it. The conviction in Paris is 
that the accord is still doable. 
“We did not feel it was smart to 
rush and we did not feel the origi¬ 


nal text was balanced,” one of¬ 
ficial said. “Six months in Arak is a 
long time. Plutonium is a different 
issue.” 

The overall feeling in France ob¬ 
serving U.S. actions in the Middle 
East is of a troubling uncertainty, 
a retreat that tends to leave a 
vacuum, a new American de¬ 
termination to work with a “light 
footprint” that can give the im¬ 
pression of disinterest. 

In a speech this week for the 40th 
anniversary of the formation of 
the French Policy Planning Staff, 
Fabius dwelt on this perceived 
trend. “The United States seems 
no longer to wish to become ab¬ 
sorbed by crises that do not align 
with its new vision of its national 
interest,” he said, suggesting this 
explained “the nonresponse by 
strikes to the use of chemical 
weapons by the Damascus re¬ 
gime, whatever the red lines set 
a year earlier.” 

He went on to say this U.S. redi¬ 
rection seemed likely to be “du¬ 
rable,” reflecting the “heavy 
trauma of the interventions in Iraq 
and Afghanistan” and the cur¬ 
rent “rather isolationist tendency” 
in American public opinion. 
Because nobody can take the 
place of the United States, this 
disengagement could create 
“major crises left to themselves,” 
Fabius said, and “a strategic void 
could be created in the Middle 
East,” with widespread percep¬ 
tion of “Western indecision” in a 
world less multipolar than “zero- 
polar.” 

The United States, of course, is 
not quitting the Middle East and 
isolationist tendencies are easily 
overstated - as Fabius later con¬ 
ceded. 

But his warnings are worth heed¬ 
ing. Obama spoke to Hollande 
this week; he expressed how “the 
United States deeply values its re¬ 
lationship with France.” The presi¬ 
dent could borrow some French 
toughness to get a winning Iran 
deal. 

When the cheese-eaters are in 
the White House, it is time to wor- 
ry. □ 
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Tonight at 6:30PM at Palm Beach Plaza Mall: 


Aruba’s Majestic Carnival Season Comes To Life! 
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PALM BEACH PLAZA MALL, 


SHOPPING 

BREAKFAST 

LUNCH DINNER 
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cial club, was the first to 
have a pre-Lenten cel¬ 
ebration in Oranjestad in 
February 1944. The Allied 
victory of World War II was 
commemorated by an 
Aruba Festival - a large pa¬ 
rade in San Nicolas com¬ 
prised largely of Caribbe- 
an-English immigrants who 
came to Aruba to work at 
the Lago Oil Refinery. The 
first steel and brass bands 
debuted a few years later 
and small parades sprout¬ 
ed here and there. 

Tonight at 6:30PM, Palm 
Beach Plaza Mall will have 
a great Carnival Show 
where you can experience 
for yourself the taste of Aru 


ba's Carnival culture with 
the opportunity to take 
pictures with the majestic 
carnival dancers with car¬ 
nival costumes. Come and 
enjoy the showQ 
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PALM BEACH - Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall new majestic 
carnival season has started 
at Aruba’s largest mall. The 
Aruba Carnival is a thrilling 
show of over-the-top pag¬ 


eantry, produced by thou¬ 
sands and delighting and 
uniting the entire country. 
Here’s the scoop on how it 
began. 

Carnival was born in 1954, 


as a series of small street 
festivals. The Tivoli Club, 
Aruba’s oldest private so- 

































































